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DEI  rtilTKKNT  OF  THE  ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS ,  1 U5TH  AVIATION  BATTALION  (COMBAT) 
AIV  >an  Francisco  96227 

"FIRST  IN  VIETNAM" 


AVBACA-BC  10  Auguot  1969 

SUBJECT  /  O[orational  Report  of  1  h5th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for 

Foriod  Ending  31  July  1969  (RCS  CSFOR-65)(Rl)  (u)  ('TIC »  u  jfMAA) 

z’1  D  I.STRIHUTIOH 

I.  (C )  SECTION  1  -  Operations  significant  Activitloe 

—  -  a  >  1 1  «-  i  .  n  hi-  t~  ir  - tt~i - - - 

A  •  j  .cant  Events 

1.  Tho  Il»5th  Aviation  battalion  (Confcat)  la  organized  with  three  (j > 
Aviation  Companies  (Assault);  6Bth  (Top  Tigers),  118th  (Th'inderbirdn)  and 
190th  (S  part  ana  ono  Aviat  on  Company  (Attack)*  33Uth  (S  .boro)  and  tho 
H.>adiia;u’tor.i  and  Hoadquartoi  a  Company  (Old  Warriors).  Additionally,  tit 
Battalion  has  an  Aviation  Support  Detachment  and  two  (2)  Medical  DetacL  n  j 
attached,  Thoro  ware  no  significant  changes  in  the  Eattalion’o  basic 
organization  or  attachments  luring  the  reporting  period. 

2,  During  this  quarter,  the  1b$th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  contt  >d 
in  support  of  Allied  forces  .fit!  ir  the  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  At  the 
orisat  of  tho  quarter,  primary  support  was  directed  toward  the  three  major 
A1VII  units  operating  in  tho  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (5th  AK7N  Diviiion, 

1f''th  AHVU  division  and  25th  \HVN  Division).  Occaaional  suppoi’t  v;is  alec 

r  r.dercd  tho  5th  Gpooial  Fo  eo  (Loup,  BHTAC,  CMAC ,  and  Rung  Sat  Sir" da'' 
Zone, 


3 j  On  20  Juno  1969,  the  Battalion’s  missions  were  altered  to  in  lude 
support  of  the  199th  Light  uifantry  Brigade  and  the  3rd  Brigade  of  tho 
Ird'antry  Division  and  excluding  support  of  the  5th  ARVN  Division.  Alth 
tho  effects  of  the  chongo  ir  missions  is  still  being  analyzed,  it  is  fr 
that  tho  Battalion  is  currently  accomplishing  more  work  while  flying  ler 
hours.  Utilisation  of  Combat  Assault  Companies  has  proven  to  be  approx ’r  Ely 
sixty-f  ivo  (65)  pnreont  in  upport  of  US  Forces  and  the  remaining  thirt 
five  (35)  percent  lias  boon  ividod  in  support  of  the  18th  and  25th  ARVN 
Divisions  with  occasional  i  pport  provided  BHTAC,  CMAC,  Rung  Sat  Spocin 
Zono  and  5th  Special  Forces  Group. 


h.  Tho  33Uth  Aviation 
of  "E  jrofly"  missions  for  \ 
20  June  1969.  On  that  date 
tne  33hth  to  familiarize  t) 
Helicopter)  with  procedure 
goal  being  the  transfer  of 
to  too  11 7th  •  Tho  reraainii 
1 20th  Aviation  Company  (As, 
trairing  program  had  been  r 

f qr  or  u r 
i>93  131 

Iuclosure 


ompany  (Attack  Helicopter)  continued  in 
o  25th  AR7N  Division,  BHTAC,  and  CMAC  tnrouf 
an  iiiformal  training  program  was  initiated  bv 
pilots  of  the  117th  Aviation  Company  (Assault 
and  tactics  involved  in  "Firefly".  T’  0 
5th  ARVN  Division  and  BHTAC  "Firefly"  mijiil 
"Firefly"  mission  (CMAC)  was  passed  to  t) 
ult  Helicopter)  on  23  July  196 9  after  a  1 
mploted. 
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5.  The  33hth  Aviation  Company  (Attack  Holicoptor)  io  currently  pro¬ 
viding  armed  holi  opt<)r  oacort  and  emr^oncy  otand  by  to  II  Field  Forces 
AAE  in  general  support  of  III  Corps  Tactical  Zono.  One  (1 )  fire  team  is 
coinmittod  in  support  of  tho  3rd  Mobile  Striko  Force  and  two  (2)  firo  teams 
provide  Ensrgoncy  Stand  By  to  the  l5lst  Ranger  Battalion.  Tho  committnent 
to  tho  1  $1  s t  Ranger  Battalion  io  for  continual  twenty-four  (?!;)  hour  support 
In  addition  to  regularly  assigned  missions,  OPCON  fire  teams  are  supplied 

to  other  Aviation  units  in  the  III  Corps  area  on  roquest  from  II  Field 
Forces  AAE.  The  company  also  has  two  (2)  light  firo  toam3  OPCON  to  the 
Battalion  S-3.  Those  aro  utilised  as  noedod  by  the  Assault  Companies  on 
Cunbet  Assaults  and  have  provided  the  units  supported  greater  firo  powur 
and  flexibility  while  increasing  tho  33Nth's  utilization  and  number  of 
hours.  floun. 

6.  From  1  May  1969,  through  31  July  1969,  tho  companies  of  tho  1  U5t.li 

Aviation  battalion  (Combat)  flew  80, lilt-*  sorties  and  logged  a  total  of  29>9 15 
flying  hours f.  Troops  carried  numbered  1  » 968  and  there  wero  ill  1  tons  of 

cargo  transported#  Laumy  louses  inflictod  by  the  Battalion  wore  208  enemy 

}  U,  125  structures  damaged  or  dostroyod,  avd  2 J ii  sampans  destroyed. 

During  this  quarter,  the  Battalion  suffered  6  KIA,  ii  killed  not  as  a  result 
ct*  hostile  action,  and  9  LIA.  Aircraft  losses  for  the  quarter  wero  11 
damaged  and  7  destroyed.  For  a  detailed  breakdown  of  the  operational 
statistics,  seo  Inclosure  3« 

B.  Mission  and  Organisation 

1.  Mission:  Tho  mission  of  tho  Battalion  has  not  changed  and  continues 
as  follows:  To  augment  the  capabilities  of  II  Fiold  Forcea  Vietnam  and  the 
Republic  of  Viotncm  forces  operating  in  the  III  Corps  Tactical  Zono. 

2.  Organization:  The  organization  of  the  1ii5th  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat)  has  not  changed  during  uhia  reporting  period,  ard  is  depicted  on 
the  organizational  chart.  (Inclooure  1) 

C.  Command  and  Staff 

1 «  Significant  -aorsonnol  changes  during  the  reporting  period  ware  as 
follows  s 


a.  Commanding  Officor,  1h5th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat) 

Outgoing:  LTC  Carl  H.  Me  Kair,  Jr.  (31  May  69) 

Incoming:  LTC  John  J.  Top 

b.  Battalion  Executive  Officer 


Outgoing : 

MAJ  Giffcn  A.  Marr 

05 

May  69) 

Incoming : 

MAJ  Sammy  L.  Childr 

0  j  in  ?; ' 

'AJ  Sanmy  L.  Thildn 

(15 

Jul  69) 

Incoming  $ 

i/'-I  icober  H.  Desjardins 
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c.  Battalion  S-1 /Adjutant 

Outgoing*  CPT  Carlos  M#  Inacio 
Incoming  *  CPf  Loren  T.  Saxtion 

d#  Battalion  S-2 

Outgoing*  CPT  Charles  E.  John 
Incoming*  CPT  Stovon  L.  Colliau 

e«  Battalion  S-3 

Outgoings  MAJ  Sammy  L#  Childs 
Incoming*  MAJ  Thomas  0.  Moody,  Jr# 

Outgoing*  MAJ  Thomas  0.  Moody,  Jr# 
Incoming*  CPT  Douglas  R#  Terrell 

f#  Battalion  S— H 

Outgoing*  CPI'  Rufus  S#  Manley 
Incoming*  CPT  Paul  W.  Kant 

g#  Chaplain 

Outgoing*  CPT  Roba  L#  King 
Incoming*  CPT  Alfred  M.  Croko 

h#  Commanding  Officer,  HHC,  1i*5th  Avn  Bn  (Cbt) 

Outgoing*  CPT  George  C.  Cobum 
Incoming*  CPT  Olen  L#  Earnest 

1#  Pathfinder  Detachment  Commander 

No  Change 

j#  Commanding  Officer,  68th  Avn  Co  (Aslt  Hel) 

Outgoing*  MAJ  Donald  I,  Saathoff 
Incoming*  MAJ  Thomas  Q.  Moody,  Jr# 

k#  Executive  Officer,  68th  Avn  Co  (Aslt  Hel) 

Outgoing*  CPT  Geoffrey  R#  Webster 
Incoming*  CPT  Jamos  D.  Cowart 

1#  Commanding  Officer,  118th  Avn  Co  (Aslt  Hel) 

Outgoing*  MAJ  John  A.  Britton 
Incoming*  MAJ  Barney  P#  Hancock 
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(15  May  69) 
(  3  Jun  69) 

(21*  Jun  69) 

(  3  Jul  69) 

(27  Jul  69) 

(  3  Jun  69) 

(  3  Jun  69) 

(  9  J«1  69) 
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m*  Commanding  Officor,  190th  Avn  Co  (Aslt  Hoi) 

Outgoing:  MAJ  Hor3hell  B.  Murray  (26  Jul  6?) 

Incomings  MAJ  Joe  0.  Jobo 

n.  Commanding  Officer,  33Uth  Avn  Co  (Atk  Hoi) 

Outgoing:  MAJ  Robert  W,  Arnold  (2J>  May  69) 

Incoming:  MAJ  John  H.  Oliver 


2.  The  following  aro  personnel  occupying  major 
positions  as  of  31  July  1 969 

&•  LTC  TOP,  John  J 


b.  MAJ  DESJARDINS,  Robert  H, 

c.  CPT  SAXTON,  Loren  T. 

d.  CPT  COLLIAU,  Stevon  L. 

e.  CPT  TERRELL,  Douglas  R. 

f.  CPT  KANT,  Paul  W. 

g.  CPT  ESTES,  Robert  A. 

h.  CPT  MAYS,  Audio  L. 

i.  CPT  LOCATELLI,  Stephen 

j.  CPT  FETTETT,  Jackie 

k.  CPT  CROKE,  Alfred  M. 

l.  CPT  EARNEST,  Olen  L. 

m»  MAJ  MOODY,  Thomas  0* ,  Jr 

n.  MAJ  HANCOCK,  Barney  P. 

o.  MAJ  JOBE,  Joe  D. 

p.  MAJ  OLIVER,  John  H* 

q.  VACANT 


command  Find  staff 

Bittalion  Commander 

Battalion  XO 

Adjutant 

S-2 

S-3 

S-U 

Maintenance  Officer 
Signal  Officer 
Safety  Officer 
Flight  Surgeon 
Chaplain 
CO,  HHC 

CO,  60th  Avn  Co  (Aslt  Hel) 
CO,  11 8th  Avn  Co  (Aslt  Hel) 
CO,  190th  Avn  Co  (Aslt  Hel) 
CO,  33Uth  Avn  Co  (Atk  Hel) 
CO,  32bth  ASD  (Attached) 


D.  Personnel  -  Unit!  Strength  as  of  31  July  1 969 
1.  Military : 


1 
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UNIT 

OFFICER 
AUTH  O/H 

WO 

AUTH  0/H 

AUTH 

EM 

0/H 

TOTAL 
AUTH  0/H 

60th 

19 

19 

51 

2*3 

218 

210 

288 

272 

118th 

19 

20 

51 

1*9 

218 

206 

28b 

275 

190th 

19 

23 

51 

UU 

218 

190 

286 

257 

33i»th 

17 

1 U 

39 

36 

198 

188 

2514 

238 

HUG 

18 

21 

3 

5 

86 

111* 

107 

mo 

Scty  Pit 

0 

O 

0 

0 

28 

36 

28 

36 

It  30  th 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

6 

8 

7 

‘.'20th 

1 

O 

0 

0 

7 

9 

8 

9 

2,  Personnel  (Bnliafcocl)  Paine  and  Losses  for  May,  Juno  and  July  1969. 
MAY  JUNE  JULY 


UNIT 

PAINS 

LOSSES 

PAINS 

LOSSES 

PAINS 

LOSSES 

mm 

63  th 

26 

17 

31 

21 

32 

21 

1 1 8th 

26 

12 

28 

31 

36 

30 

1 90  th 

25 

38 

1*6 

26 

23 

26 

33hth 

22 1 

9 

25 

22 

26 

18 

KHC 

1 

13 

0 

11 

U 

8 

Scty  Pit 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2*  30th 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

■520th 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•  ("viliani 

DAC 

VN 

TON 

CONTRACTOR 

UNIT 

AUTH  1 

0/H 

Air  h_ 

jo/i 

AUTH  0/tt 

AUTH 

0/H 

68  th 

0 

0 

19 

19 

0  0 

0 

0 

1 1 6th 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0  0 

0 

0 

1 90t,h 

0 

0 

e 

0 

c 

0  0 

0 

0 

33Uth 

0 

0 

16 

16 

0  0 

0 

0 

inic 

0 

0 

11 

n 

0  0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

0 

0 

57 

57 

0  0 

0 

0 

Ei  Intelligence  and  Fhyslcal  Security 

1.  During  the  period  1  May  1969  through  31  July  1969*  enemy  activity 
in  the  Bien  Hoa  area  wa8  uporslic  and  limited  primarily  to  harrassing 
rocket/nortar  attacks  by  fire.  Th  •  high  point  in  there  attacks  occured 
during  tho  end  of  May  anr  the  first  row  days  in  June.  During  the  attack 
of  6  Juno,  tho  Battalion  :.uffc rxtd  P  VjIA  whr  were  subsequently  evacuated 
and  8  WIA  who  were  returned  to  duty. 

2.  Improvements  in  physical  security  were  constantly  made  during  this 
quarter.  The  majority  of  the  security  projects  have  boen  completed  while 
others  are  still  in  the  process  of  inplementation  or  In  planning  stages. 

The  Battalion  physical  security  plan,  "Lightening  Bolt  b",  was  revised  with 
emphasis  on  detail.  Each  company  in  turn  revised  their  Security  SOP's 
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and  those  wore  included  An  tlio  Battalion  Man  m  annexes.  On  18  July, 
all  companies  participated  in  a  practice  deployment  of  reaction  forces  to 
tout  the  revised  plan  and  eliminate  any  problem  areas  existing  prior  to 
its  finalisation,  AIL  portions  of  tlu:  exercise  wore  oxocuted  and  the  re¬ 
vised  OPLAN  h  is  now  boon  adopted, 

3.  lhe  defensive  perimeter  was  improved  by  oroction  of  a  chain  link 
fence  in  front  of  all  bunkers.  The  fence  is  designed  to  afford  stand  off 
protection  against  possible  enemy  attack  using  UPG  rounds,  Toclinical 
Intelligence  Brief  No  1-68  (HQ,  USMACV)  was  studied  and  followed  as  a  guide¬ 
line  for  this  const  rue  tier,  project,  A  largo  culvert  area  adjacont  to  the 
1  U5> t-h  Battalion  area  was  determined  to  bo  a  possible  area  of  sapper  peno- 
tration  and  was  closed  to  entry  by  construction  of  a  three  mm  bunker. 

This  same  culvort  area  was  also  reinforced  against  sapper  attack  by  employ¬ 
ment  of  engineer  stakes., 

)i«  Initiation  of  defoliation  along  the  porimotor  was  mado  by  the  266th 
Supply  and  Service  Battalion  of  Long  Binh.  More  extensive  defoliation  is 
planned  using  ox^ganic  helicopter  support  in  coordination  with  the  Air 
Force  Security  Squadron  and  the  29th  Chemical  Detachment.  Plans  have  been 
finalised  for  the  ins  all  at  ion  of  n  lovr  intensity  lighting  system  as  soon 
as  defoliation  Ku  boor  c:  r.ipletod. 

F.  Operations  and  Training 

1,  Combat  Operations 

a.  The  ll^th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  continues  to  be  committed 
daily  to  tasks  ranging  from  direct  combat  support  missions  to  combat  assault 
operations,  Tho  Battalion  is  normally  committed  daily  for  two  combat  assault 
companies,  ono  general  support  helicopter  company  and  a  variety  of  armed 
helicopter  missions.  The  normal  mission  package  supplied  to  supported  units 
for  combat  assault  in  nine  UH-1D/H  lift  helicopters,  one  maintenance  heli¬ 
copter,  one  smoko  helicopter,  a  command  aid  control  aircraft  and  four  armed 
helicopters.  The  normal  committment  to  III  Corps  and  II  Field  Forces  on 
general  support  missions  is  thirteen  (13)  UH-1D/H  and  three  (3)  light  fire 
teams  consisting  of  both  UH-13/C  and  AH-1G  helicopters. 

b,  Tho  33htb  Aviation  Company  (Attack  Helicopter),  one  of  the  fow  all 
"Cobra"  units  now  serving  in  Viotnan,  provides  emergency  stand  by  support 
for  Allied  elements  in  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone  as  required  by  II  Field 
Forces  AAE.  Fire  teams  from  the  33lith  are  also  on  call  to  the  Battalion 
S— 3?  as  3uch,  they  aro  called  upon  to  augment  the  armed  helicopter  capa¬ 
bilities  of  tho  Assault  Companies  during  combat  assaults.  The  greater 
speed,  payload,  endurance  and  maneuverability  of  the  'Cobra",  coupled  vith 
tho  UH-1C  "Gunships",  has  provided  the  Air  Mission  Commander  greater  flex¬ 
ibility  and  shock  action  in  accomplishing  his  mission.  The  33kth  also 
provides  two  (2)  fire  teams  fee  the  1  st  R, anger  Battalion  for  support  of 
the  Long  Range  Patrols  ("LRPL")  on  a  twenty-four  (2a)  hour  basis;  add¬ 
itionally,  they  provide  the  3rd  Mobile  Strike  Force  with  ono  (1 )  light 
fire  team  for  3upp  rt  of  the!  miss' on  in  III  Corps. 

2.  Counter  Mortar 

a.  The  Bien  Hoa  Airbase  was  subjected  to  enemy  rocket/mortar  attacks 
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on  twelve  occasions  during  this  reporting  poriod.  Tho  attacks  occurod  as 
shown  below* 


KAY 

JUNE 

JU1 

LY  1 

i  date-time 

l*  rounds 

da  to -time 

#  rounds 

da to -time 

Jf  rounds 

120122 

9 

0o0310 

36 

100700 

1* 

212001 

7 

092121 

3 

20061$ 

2? 

2301 38 

11 

1223$8 

31 

28223^ 

10 

161 9$$ 

1* 

| 

1 600$0 

9 

I 

20211*8 

8 

| 

b.  No  -mijor  dam,igo  way  inflicted  on  the  Battalion  aircraft,  equipment 
or  buildings  during  these  rc  cket/mortar  attacks* 

3*  Training 

a.  An  extensive  braining  program  at  Battalion  level  has  provided  the 
11*$th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  with  much  needed  relief  of  its  previously 
reported  shortage  of  instructor  qualifiod  pilots*  A  decrease  in  the 
number  of  VNAF  aviators  a3o-gnod  for  training  has  also  afforded  relief. 

Tho  ua.lor  wbstaclo  Jtill  confronting  our  instructor  pilots  is  the  lark  of 
aircraft,  available  for  braining. 

b.  Only  after  all  scheduled  missions  have  been  met,  may  an  aircraft 
bo  used  for  training.  With  tho  high  number  of  mission  committments 
carried  by  this  Battalion,  this  requires  most  companies  to  utilize  100?". 
of  thoir  mission  roady  aircraft.  Only  through  consjtant  positive  control 
of  standardization  ride  schedules  and  maximum  utilization  of  noncommHted 
aircraft  has  tho  Battalion  managed  to  meet  the  requirement  for  aviator 

90  day  standardization  rides. 

c.  The  1l*$th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  has  continued  to  transition 
VNAF  H-3l*  pilots  in  the  UH  1D/H  series  aircraft.  The  program  includes 
Direct  Conibat  Support  and  combat  Assault  missions  along  with  traffic 
pattern  and  emergency  proc  dures*  During  the  past  quarter,  fifteen  (l  $) 
UH-1D/H  pilots  were  gradua  id  with  an  average  time  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  (17$)  flight  1  ours.  In  addition,  the  Battalion  has  tran¬ 
sitioned  six  (6)  VNAF  Stafi  Off  Acorn  in  a  more  accelerated  program  whic.  1 
includes,  in  addition  to  DCS  and  CA's,  the  flying  of  Command  and  Control, 
Load  and  ’’Smokey"  on  Combat  assaults.  The  Il*$th  Aviation  Battalion  hat 
also  transitioned  one  (l)  IjS  Marine  Corps  L7C  into  the  UH-IDAl.  All 
transition  training,  including  ground  school,  is  conducted  ae  prescribed 
in  TO  1-31*. 
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G.  Logistics 

1.  Class  V 

a.  During  Una  reporting  period,  the  I Ji^'th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat) 
has  boon  affected  by  the  wide  a pro ad  shortage  of  ?.7!>"  rockets  10  lb 
warhoad,  PD  fuzo  (H-l|10),  Satisfactory  mission  accomplishment  has  boon 
obtained  by  utilisation  of  other  typo  rockets t  VT,  BEAT,  and  Flechotte 
when  practical.  Substitution  of  uOmm  grenades  and  7.6?inm  minigun  for 
rockots  in  landing  cono  preparatory  fire,  and  rocon  by  fi.ro  is  another 
method  usod  to  relievo  the  shortage. 

b„  Expecting  this  critical  shortage  of  rockots  to  extend  at  loast 
until  October  I %9,  the  Battalion  is  continuing  to  uso  ovory  availr.blo 
method  to  oporato  within  allocations.  Strict  control  moauuros  initiated 
by  each  of  the  conpanios  in  tho  Battalion  are  constantly  monitored  by  the 
Battalion  S~U. 

2.  Construction 

a.  During  this  period,  a  field  ration  moss  hall  was  opened  to  support 
officers  billotod  in  Honour-Smith  Compound  and  personnel  assigned  to  Head¬ 
quarters  Company.  It  i3  located  within  the  compound  and  will  be  UBed  in 
lieu  of  tho  Officer's  Open  J5os3  which  closod  when  tho  Battalion  Officer's 
Club  initiated  food  sorvico. 

b.  Prior  to  tho  oponing  of  tho  moss  hall,  renovation  of  the  intorlor 
was  carried  out  by  assigned  personnel.  Provisions  were  made  for  better 
sanitation  and  a  more  efficient  method  for  the  storage  of  dry  rations. 
Partitions  were  constructed  to  control  traffic  and  aid  in  the  general 
comfort  and  attractiveness  of  the  dining  area.  In  addition  to  these 
improvements,  requests  have  been  forwarded  for  new  garrison  mess  equipment. 
Tho  new  items  trill  include :  Cooking  and  baking  ovens,  a  gas  steam  table, 
mixing  machine,  ico  machine,  drink  dispensers  and  new  refrigeration  units. 

H.  Safety 

I.  Aviation  Safety  Program 

a.  Tho  1fo5>th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  continu3S  to  maintain  an 
accident  rate  below  that  of  USAKV  rotary  wing  and  12th  Aviation  Group 
(Combat).  It  is  felt  that  this  lower  rate  Is  a  direct  result  of  a  safety 
conscious  attitudo  on  tho  part  of  all  personnel  in  the  Battalion.  Safety 
meetings,  both  scheduled  and  spontaneous  at  the  company  level,  are  a 
courco  c.f  many  suggestions  on  improvement  of  flying  techniques  and  safety 
procedures.  With  continued  emphasis  on  this  typo  of  program,  an  even 
lower  accident  rate  is  our  aim  .in  the  future, 

b.  Ire  ucntl.-y  Safety  r.c  .eVvj,  which  include?  articles  on  aviation 
safety,  changes  in  procedures,  safety  slogans  and  a  letter  from  the 
Battalion  Commander,  continues  to  be  our  prime  method  of  keeping  personnel 
informed  on  suggestions  originating  in  olhor  units.  Another  means  of 
disseminating  information  is  through  the  monthly  mooting  of  the  Battalion 
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Safety  Council.  The  moating  is  attended  by  koy  personnel  from  the  entire 
Battalion*  Information  discussed  during  these  meetings  is  later 
incorjjorated  into  discussions  at  company  safety  mootings. 

2.  Heliport  Traffic  Pattern  (Frizzel  Field) 

a.  The  traffio  pattern  at  Ilj£th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  heliport 
was  extremely  limited  due  to  the  close  proximity  of  the  Bien  Hoa  Air  Base 
active  runways,  Air  Force  buildings  and  aircraft  parking  ramps  on  three 
sides  of  the  heliport.  This  limitation  required  a  dangerously  tight 
descending  turn  to  the  right  when  landing  south.  On  take  off  to  the  north 
a  sharp  loft  turn  was  necessary  prior  to  gaining  safe  altitude  and  air- 

apor  1, 

b.  Through  coordination  with  the  3rd  Tactical  Fighter  Wing,  a  new 
traffic  pattern  was  devised.  The  proposed  traffic  pattern  eliminated  the 
sharp  turns  on  tako  off  and  landings;  however,  this  required  the  overflying 
of  several  VNAF  facilities.  The  traffic  pattern  now  in  use  has  eliminated 
all  hazards  encountered  and  has  been  approved  by  Air  Force  Advisory  Team 
Two,  which  received  approval  from  both  US  and  VNAF  forces  at  Bien  Hoa* 

3.  Accidents 

a.  There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  accident  rate  during  the  last 

90  days.  During  this  reporting  period,  U3£  of  this  Battalion's  accidents 
were  caused  by  pilot  error  and  $7%  involved  material  failure.  There  have 
been  7  major  acciuonts,  no  dnoi  accidents,  11  incidents,  2  forced  landings 
and  27  precautionary  landings. 

b.  The  following  is  a  list  of  accidents  and  incidents  reported  during 
the  quarter* 


ACCIDENTS 

Engine  Failure  2 
Tail  Rotor  Failure  1 
Mashed  Rotor  Blades  1 
Lost  Tail  Rotor  1 
Fuel  Control  failure  1 
Lost  RPM  1 


INCIDENTS 


Lost  RPM 


3 


Landed  on  Stump 


Short  Shaft  Failure 
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Main  Rotor  Strike 
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Engine  Failuro  1 

Short  in  Wiring  1 

U.  Tho  total  flight  time  for  tho  reporting  por^od  is  29,917  hours  foi 
an  accidont  nto  of  23«U  por  100,000  hours.  Tho  fiocal  year  rate  io  20,2 
for  FY  1969. 

1.  Signal 

1  •  Voico  Socuro 

a.  At  proaont  all  companies  in  tho  Battalion  havo  the  capability  of 
transmitting  socuro  on  tho  Command  FM  Not.  To  maintain  this  status,  it 
is  necossary  to  have  at  loast  one  individual  in  each  unit  familiar  with 
sotting  up,  troubleshooting  and  maintaining  tho  secure  oquipment.  Pers¬ 
onnel  chosen  to  fill  this  requirement  should  bo  assigned  to  tho  communi¬ 
cations  socticn  whoro  they  can  bocome  familiar  with  accountability  arid 
maintenance  procedures. 

b.  In  addition  to  the  Battalion  Command  FM  Not,  ninety-five  _(95>) 
percent  of  the  aircraft  a33igned  to  tho  lift  companies  now  have  the 
capability  to  transmit  secure  FM,  on  request.  A  problem  has  arisen  in 
retrofitting  new  aircraft  with  this  capability.  The  agency  .(LSI)  roepon3- 
sible  for  installing  the  FM  secure  equipment  (ZYR-ZYS)  lost  its  contract 
and  is  not  accepting  any  more  aircraft  for  modif location.  At  a  future  date 
AVEL  SOUTH,  at  Vung  Tau,  will  be  handling  all  ZYR-ZYS  modifications,  but 
at  the  present  time  they  do  not  have  tho  capability. 

2.  00  #771  dated  22  Nov  68  and  MTOE's  0t-077G  and  1-1  111  have  been 
implemented,  giving  each  company  its  own  organic  avionics  maintenance 
facility.  Since  then  is  a  limited  number  of  avionics  personnel  coming 
into  Vietnam,  this  has  increased  the  dispersion  of  trained  personnel  to 
the  company  level.  In  some  companies,  personnel  trained  in  critical  MDS's 
are  non -existent.  T.io  possibility  of  a  ccmbinod  battalion  avionics  shop 
to  centrally  locate  those  personnel  is  presently  under  study. 

3.  Landlinc  teletype:  The  present  tolotypo  line  is  causing  problems 
in  transmission  reliability  due  to  tho  amount  of  static  interference 
present.  This  headquarters  has  requested  a  new  lino  be  made  available 

but  apparently  there  aro  no  unused  circuits.  There  is  a  definite  possibility 
of  this  command  being  ad  thou  t  teletype  communications  should  this  condition 
grow  any  worse, 

h.  Radio  teletype:  At  present  there  is  no  tactical  requirement  for 
tho  uso  vf  1  be  ,  op  mounted  radio  teletype  (MP£M19  and  VSC-2).  For  a 
period  of  two  (2 j  hours  once  a  week,  the  12th  Aviation  Group  (Combat) 

Signal  Offioe  will  opon  a  high  frequency  voice  3rd  radio  teletype  net 
for  the  purpose  of  training.  This  will  insure  that  equipment  is  being 
maintained  and  ia  operable  and  that  operators  maintain  a  degree  of 
proficiency. 
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J*  Awards  and  Decorations  :  The  following  la  a  list  of  the  awards 
submitteJ  for  Individuals  of  this  Battalion  and  those  awards  received 
by  individuals  of  this  Battalion:  (1  May  69  through  31  Jul  69) 


1. 

SUBMITTED 

AWARDS 

RECEIVED 

1 

Distinguished  Service  Cross 

0 

0 

Legion  of  Merit 

1 

5 

Silver  Star 

1 

23 

Distinguished  Flying  Cross 

19 

h 

Soldiers  Madal 

3 

15 

Bronze  Star  with  "V"  Device 

0 

62 

Bronze  Star 

U9 

17 

Air  Madal  with  "V"  Device 

33 

3169 

Air  Madal 

157U 

30 

Army  Com»j;uiaid  >n  Modal  with  "V"  Device 

9 

109 

Army  Commendation  Madal 

131 

r\ 

L. 

Purple  Hoart 

13 

2.  31  USARV  Certificates  of  Achievement  were  received  by  individuals 

within  this  Battalion  during  tho  reporting  period* 


K.  Rost  and  Recuperation:  Tho  R  and  R  program  continues  to  be  the 
most  important  morale  building  tool  at  our  disposal*  With  increased 
attention  given  to  projected  allocations  desired  to  specific  R  and  R  points, 
the  number  of  persons  not  receiving  "first  choice"  has  been  all  but 
eliminated*  A  desirable  improvement  in  the  R  and  R  program  would  be 
increased  allocations  to  ir -country  R  and  R  centers*  There  are  numerous 
personnel  who  do  not  tako  di  on  t~of -country  R  and  R,  but  who  would  welcome 
the  short  broak  offered  ty  one  ?.u -country* 

L*  Public  Information 

1  *  During  this  quarter,  the  PIO  program  has  been  expanded  to  include 
a  monthly  newspaper*  Contributions  have  been  solicited  from  the  company 
PIO  representatives  and  all  battalion  personnel  are  invited  to  contribute* 
Expansion  of  the  newspaper  is  planned  to  incorporate  every  day  events 
occuring  in  each  company*  A  definite  morale  boost  is  expected  from 
personnel  being  able  to  see  their  "Nome  in  Print",  and  reading  items  about 
their  company  and  friends. 
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2.  T!  o  purfon  mcc  of  tin  Battalion  photo  lab  has  boon  greatly 
improved  by  tho  .acquisition  of  now  equipment  to  include  a  drior  and  a 
now  enlarger.  Use  of  tho  Battalion  Photographer  for  coverago  of  accident 
investigation  has  proven  very  successful. 

3.  Ineroasod  emphasis  on  Homo  Town  Nows  roloasos  has  resulted  in  o 
total  output  well  above  that  of  tho  last  roproting  period.  A  total  of 
186  Homo  Town  hows  roloasos  wore  submitted.  Twenty  of  those  woro  accomp¬ 
anied  by  photographs.  It  was  noted  that  veiy  littlo  information  is 
contained  on  the  news  roloaoo  pertaining  to  tho  unit.  A  paragraph  on 
unit  history  has  boon  propai-od  and  all  PIO  officers  are  being  oncouraged 
to  include  this  in  Block  27. 


M.  Chaplain 


ITEM  OCCASION 

Fro  test, ant  13 

Catholic  Ij5 

Memorial  Sorvices  6 

Religious  Education  21j 

Counselling  732 

Troop  Visit3  871 

Hospital  Visits  20 

Character  Guidance  Lectures  ill 

Charactex-  G"idance  Orientations  3 

In-country  Orientations  3 


ATTENDANCE 

AVERAGE  ATTENDANCE 

232 

18 

1*30 

31* 

9U8 

158 

222 

9 

87 

1316 

9h 

1065 

355 

66 

22 

N.  Civic  Action 

1,  The  civic  action  program  continues  to  be  a  source  of  pride  for 
all  members  of  the  1 U5 th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat).  During  this  quarter, 
numerous  trips  were  made  to  the  Tan  Mai  and  Dan  Minh  Orphanages.  A  health 
and  dental  program  is  in  operation  to  provide  medical  assistance  and  attempt 
to  improve  sanitation  habits  through  education  and  example. 


2.  33hti  Aviation  Company  (Attack  Helicopter)  is  working  in 
conjunction  with  an  Air  Force  Medical  Cor  os  Team  by  furnishing  transportation 
and  assiu  mce  for  a  weekly  vl  V t  to  the  Tan  ityen  area. 


3.  The  110th  Aviation  Company  (Assault  Helicopter)  ha3  assumed 
sponsorship  of  the  Tan  Mai  Orphanage.  Three  hundred  dollars  has  been 
allocated  from  the  Chaplain's  Fund  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  this  project* 
Hot  water  in  desperately  needed  for  sanitation  of  baby  bottles,  diapers 
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and  diah  washing*  Of  major  concern  ia  the  procurement  of  funds  for  thle 
much  needed  hot  water  aystom* 

0*  Keealiatmont  Programs  Tho  reenliatmant  statistics  for  the  Batt¬ 
alion  from  1  May  1969  through  31  July  1969  are  depicted  below* 


1ST  TERM  RA 
KUg/Re-enl 

AUS 

Elig/Re-enl 

CAREER 

KLlg/Ro-enl 

PERCENT  TOTAL 

29  5 

CM 

7  7 

21.3* 
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,  II*  (C  )  SECTION  ?  -  Lessons  Learned:  Commander's  Observations  t  Bvalua tlona 
Did  Koeomrxnidatlona 

A.  Personnel:  NONE 

P.  Operations: 

1 •  Formation  Flying  (Flights  with  Heducod  Visibility) 

a.  OBSERVATION:  During  a  rocont  combat  assault,  it  v/as  observed  that 
the  trail  formation,  though  easy  to  control,  is  oxtremoly  hazardous  in 
poriods'of  roducod  visibility,  i.e.,  rain  showers.  Aa  the  intensity  of 
obscuration  increases,  depth  porcoption  is  drastically  impaired,  making 

it  difficult  bo  maintain  safe  aircraft  separation. 

b.  EVALUATION:  The  trail  formation,  though  extremely  effective,  is 
hazardous  when  used  in  periods  of  reduced  visibility. 

c.  RECOMMENDATION:  That  during  parioda  of  reduced  visibility,  efforts 
bo  made  to  avoid  flying  the  "Trail"  formation.  "Vee"  or  Echelon  formations 
lend  thomsclvos  readily  to  visual  contact  by  virtue  of  ingle  observation 

by  the  pilot  out  the  aide  of  the  aircraft,  allowing  him  to  maintain  safe 
and  proper  separation. 

d.  COMMAND  ACTION:  All  units  of  the  1 1:5th  Aviation  Battalion  (Coribat) 
were  advised  of  this  hazardous  condition  and  changes  are  being  implemented 
into  Battalion  and  Unit  SOP’s. 

2.  Practice  IFR  (Hood)  Flight 

a.  OBSERVATION:  While  conducting  tactical  missions  in  marginal  weather 
aircraft  may  encounter  IFR  conditions.  Many  aviators  lack  tho  proficency 

to  safely  return  to  VFR  from  inadvertent  IFR. 

b.  EVALUATION:  This  lack  of  proficiency  is  the  result  of  little  or 
no  simulated  IFR  (Hood)  flight  time.  It  is  essential  to  tho  safe  conduct 
of  missions  that  all  rated  aviators  maintain  a  standard  of  proficiency 

in  tactical  IFR  flight.  Due  to  the  limited  number  of  aircraft  available 
strictly  for  training,  an  alternate  method  must  be  found, 

c.  RECOMMENDATION :  That  all  aviator  personnel  be  made  aware  of  the 
necessity  to  remain  proficient  in  IFR  tochniques.  That  hoods,  manufactured 
at  unit  level,  bo  either  issued  to  each  aircraft  or  available  for  sign 

out  by  tho  aviators.  The  time  returning  from  CA  and  general  support 
missions  be  utilized  by  the  pilots  to  practico  "Hooded"  flight,  and  a 
minimum  of  two  hours  hooded  flight  per  month  be  required  of  each  aviator. 

d.  COMMAND  ACTION:  Command  emohasis  is  being  placed  on  obtaining 
hoods  and  instructing  fill  personnel  of  this  reouirement. 

3.  Preplanned  instructions  for  Smoke  Ships 

a.  OBSERVATION:  Radio  traffic  during  combat  n,’sa’'lt  operations  is 
extremely  hoavy.  At  critical  times  this  traffic  makes  it  virtually 
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impossible  for  tho  Air  Mission  Commander  to  roiay  instructions  to  the  lift 
aircraft,  gunships  and  smoko  ship. 

b.  EVALUATION:  Every  roans  available  must  be  used  to  minimize  the 
amount  of  radio  "chattor"  during  combat  assaults*  The  safe  and  satisfactory 
porfommco  of  tho  mission  cioponds  on  cloar,  conciuo  and  understood 
instructions  from  tho  Air  Mission  Commander.  There  are  standard  smoke 
patterns  used  with  each  typo  landing  zone  and  complete  instructions  are 

not  roqulrud  if  preplanned  pattoms  aro  used. 

c.  RECOMMENDATION:  That  Air  Mission  Commanders  review  use  of  the 
smoke  ship  and  the  different  tyj»  patterns  flown  and  that  standard  patterns 
bo  planned  with  abort  concise  instructions  associated  with  them. 

d.  COMMAND  ACTION:  Coordination  between  Air  Mission  Commanders,  smoke, 
lead  and  gunship  pilots  have  reduced  instructions  to  tho  smoke  ship  to  a 
minimum.  Familiarization  with  all  standard  smoke  patterns  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  training  now  being  given  to  prospective  smoke  ship  pilots. 

h*  Combat  Chocks 

a.  OBSERVATION*  Investigation  of  injuries  sustained  in  aircraft 
accidents  during  the  past  year  indicate  that  many  pilots  fail  to  make 
use  of  the  many  safety  devices  provided.  Items  such  as  Inertia  reel  locks, 
helmet  visors  and  cheat  protectors  have  saved  many  pilots  from  injury  or 

d'vat’ 


b„  EVALUATION:  Con3trnt  reminders  are  necessary  to  insure  that  all 

'■  n  ;1  remember  to  take  tho  steps  required  to  survive  should  an  emergency 
ccoin.  a  method  should  be  devised  where  all  personnel  can  be  reminded  of 
the  need  for  a  prolanding  and  safety  check  prior  to  entering  final  to  the 
PE  or  LZ. 

c.  UEC  0MH5NDATI0N :  That  tho  importance  of  cockpit  and  safety  checks 
be  emphasised.  In  all  landings,  the  lead  aircraft  in  the  flight  should 
announce  'Combat  Check"  to  remind  all  aviators  to  check  their  inertia  reel* 
in  tho  locked  position,  armor  plates  forward,  visors  down  and  prelanding 

checks  complete • 

d,  COMMAND  ACTION:  A  letter  has  been  sent  to  all  units  stating  the 
procedures  required  prior  to  landing.  Continual  command  emphasis  is  being 
dire' tod  to  .souvo  that  all  units  are  utilizing  the  'Combat  Check". 

Use  of  Reference  Pc  ntn  ..tea 

a.  OBSERVATION*  Tho  Eagle  Flight  concept  of  the  Airmobile  Assault 
Operations  in  RVN  gives  the  ground  commander  the  speed  and  flexibility 
required  to  react  to  a  rapidly  changing  tactical  situation.  Inherent  in 
this  type  operation  is  the  problem  of  passing  vital  coordination  to  all 
elements  of  the  flight  in  an  expeditious  and  accurate  manner  without  com¬ 
promising  the  entire  mission. 

b.  EVALUATION*  Base  frequencies  or  coordinates  and  code  words  are 
used  widely  to  pass  coordination  over  unsecure  radio  nets.  The  need  still 
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oxists  for  some  mo ana  oi'  common  lufuroncu  far  relaying  target  or  troop 
locations  within  an  area  of  operations. 

c.  RElOMUEi'IDATTON :  That  all  key  personnel  ho  provided  with  tactical 
map3  of  tho  intended  AO.  Those  maps  should  liavo  prominent  terrain  features 
such  as  str<  am  or  road  junctions  marked  and  designated  by  some  identifier. 
Whan  the  intondod  mi  uion  is  eomprisod  of  Eagle  Flight  operations,  tho 
distance  botwoon  itn'oronoo  points  should  bo  such  «a3  to  afford  oaso  of  control 
to  tho  Air  Mission  Commander  and  facilitate  thoir  rapid  location  on  tho  map. 

d.  COMMAND  ACTION:  All  key  personnel  are  provided  with  a  tactical  map 
(l  s^OjOOO)  of  tho  intended  AO.  Numerous  prominent  terrain  features  aro 
designated  and  identified  on  these  maos.  Reference  points  are  tho  primary 
means  by  which  all  locations  arc  transmitted  in  flight. 

6.  Surviv tl  Radios 

a.  OBSERVATION :  On  1  Juno  1969,  this  Battalion  had  an  aircraft  crash 
in  a  hosti'lo  area.  Investigation  revealed  that  tho  aircraft's  "guard" 
radio  was  not  operational  after  tho  crash,  and  although  an  emergency  radio 
was  on  board,  it  was  not  taken  from  tho  aircraft  for  several  minutes.  Had 
this  aircraft  burned,  after  impact,  the  crew  would  have  had  to  escape  and 
evade  without  thi3  important  item  of  survival  goar. 

b.  EVALUATION:  Tho  practice  of  socurinp  the  emergency  radio  to,  or 
stowing  it  in  the  aircraft,  increases  the  possibility  that  it  will  bo 
forgotten  during  periods  of  confusion  when  tho  crewmembers'  foremost 
concern  is  a  safe  exit. 

c.  RECOMMENDATION:  That  this  radio  be  included  in  the  list  of  items 
to  be  carried  on  the  person  of  at  least  one  crevimonbor  during  all  single 
ship  missions.  Tho  existing  pockets  in  flight  suits  may  be  utilized  or  a 
small  pocket  3ewn  to  the  front  of  the  flack  jacket  or  che3t  protector. 

cl.  COMMAND  ACTION:  A  letter  hao  been  sent  to  all  companies  in  tho 
Battalion  directing  tho  above  ’•ocommondation  be  placed  in  effect. 

7  Unnc.  sen  scry  Delay  ir  Evacuation  of  Injured  Personnel 

a.  OBSERVATION!  Delay  has  oc cured  in  connections  made  between 
ambulance  *nd  mod-e^ar  hell  coo tors.  Tn  many  cases,  the  delay  of  only  a 
few  soconds  could  cause  loss  of  life  or  serious  medical  complications. 

Many  facilities  have  several  helicopter  landing  pads  and  pilots  unfamiliar 
with  the  location  are  not  able  to  find  the  pad  used  for  med-evac  because 
of  improper  markings  or  the  absence  of  a  marked  pad. 

b.  FT'/ ALU  AT  ION :  A  designated  and  p”  ,  parly  marked  landing  mad  for  med- 
evac  would  facilitate  rapid  transfer  ox  injured  personnel  from  ambulance 
to  helicopter.  This  is  especially  true  when  organic  aircraft  are  not 
available  and  a  'Just  Off"  r.  .scion  is  called  rr  assistance  is  obtained 
from  airborne  aircraft. 

c.  RECOMMENDATION :  That  all  facilities  whero  scleral  landing  pads  are 
used,  designate  and  mark  one  pad  for  tho  purpose  of  med-evac. 
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COMMAND  .1C T ION*  C<>or<,in-\ti')n  between1  Battalion  S-3,  S-)t,  SAfoty 
’n«>  the  a-*  d'iel  ’  S  -i.uri  Dotachmont  ia  in  •uv:  re3s  -it  thia  tine. 

DB3i.gin.ti  «  vud  libeling  of  a  .ned-evac  no '  will  be  acconnlishod  it  i3aolB 

field  in  (.he  uo'^  >'i  ture. 

0.  Unnocoasnr^  Delay  in  Identify  in';  In.lurod  Personnel 

a.  OBtiRllVATION t  Two  (2)  inci’.enta  have  oc cured  in  the  past  two  m-.ntha 
in  whiuh  identification  of  deceased  personnel  was  unnecessarily  delayed. 
Personnel  involve*’  in  tho3o  incidents  wore  int  wearing  identification  tags. 
This  romlrod  a  timo  consuming  search  by  metrical  poraonnel  for  identifying 
articles,  «>r  c->nt  tcting  commanders  for  identification* 

b.  P/ALUATIO  ! :  Al  606-5  paragraph  V  ro<  Hires  that  all  nersonnel 
wmr  ideiiud  tcati-in  tags  while  outside  the  United  States,  The  primary 
rnrpose  o>-  oi  ls  regulation  is  to  insure  prompt  -nodical  identification 
and  disMsiwi  n  injured  personnel. 

c.  RECOMMENDATION*  That  personnel  again  be  reminded  of  the  reasons 
for  and  importance  of  wearing  identification  tags  and  that  periodic 
inspections  bo  carried  out  to  insure  the  compliance  with  Aft  606-5  para¬ 
graph  7d. 

d.  COMMAND  ACTION* 

(l)  A  letter  has  been  sent  to  each  company  by  the  Battalion  Flight 
Surgeon  ’ .‘ut  *->p  above  recommendation  be  instituted.  In  add¬ 
ition,  a  Battalion  xilicy  letter  was  sent  to  each  unit  26  June  1P6? 
directing  that  action  be  initiated, 

(?)  Spot  checks  are  being  periodically  carried  out  in  the  dispensary 
<md  information  on  the  tags  checked  to  insure  correlation  with  existing 
medical  records. 

C.  T  raiding? 

1 ,  Ei'ier i(oncy  Procedures  and  -10  Exams 

a,  OBSERVATION*  It  has  been  noted  on  several  post' accident  check 
rides  oh  - 1  i'mro-oer  emergency  procodm-*en  have  resulted  in  erroneous 
evaluation  <>:  m'.l* ,  nctions,  in  n  recent  ?\<  cidoub,  the  aircraft  was  at 
on  iltitudo  of  700-1*00  foot  when  it  yawed  sharply  to  the  right  and 
assumed  -oa  unr.su. -.1  attitude,  Thinking  that  he  had  experienced  an  engine 
failure ,  the  aircraft  con-nan  r*  entered  -'.utorotation.  Concentration  on 
radio  calls  resulted  in  tia  j  lilur  •=  to  check  instruments  as  prescribed 
in  ipproved  emergency  procedures.  As  the  aircraft  commander  applied 
pitch  to  cushion  the  touchdown,  the  aircraf  t  spun  rapidly  to  the  right. 
Control  was  lost  and  the  aircraft  crashed  with  severe!  pajsengors  and 
crewmembers  suffering  injuries, 

b.  EVALUATION  *  Had  the  aircraft  commander  followed  the  prescribed 
emergency  procedures,  i.e.,  check  of  RFM  and  percent  on  N-2  turbine,  he 
would  have  found  that  hiB  engine  was  still  running,  and  that  he  had 
oxneriencod  lose  of  anti-torque  control.  Powered  flight  to  a  suitable 

n 
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landing  v  vmld  have  boon  possible  an'"  moot  probably  a  sa  «  landin' 
could  have  boon  r ’o.  Constant  refroshein  ,  i a  needed  to  assure  tMt  -".ll 
aviaoera  uvp  anil in r  vrith  correct  nmarg«icy  procedures. 

c.  ItirOu,?  d.UMOilS : 

(l)  That  creation  and  answer  se3aion3  be  conducted  in  conjunction 
with  all  brio  "in, ;3  and  dobriofinp;3.  Tho  unit  safet}'  officer  and/or 
Instructor  Pilot  should  be  on  hand  to  answer  ouestions  and  quido  the 
discussion, 

(?)  USARV  Regulation  Ol>-o  requires  that  a  -10  teat  bo  taken  with  in- 
country,  aircraft  co minder  and  Instructor  choc’.':  rido3.  It  is  recommended 
that  -10  exams  bo  given  in  conjunction  with  all  chock  rides  to  include 
post  accident  and  ‘0-day  standardization  rides, 

d.  COMiiAilD  ACTION: 

(1 )  Bach  company  in  the  Battalion  conducts  a  ouest.ion  and  answer 
period  at  tho  daily  brio  Cine,  The  unit  Instructor  Pilot  or  Safety 
Officer  is  in  attendance  to  answer  ouestions  and  direct  any  discussion. 

(2)  All  lilots  .in  the  lli^th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  are  Riven 
-10  examinations  is  recommended  above.  Additionally,  the  requirement 
is  bein'-  implemented  into  the  Battalion  SOP. 

D.  Intel]  igence 

1 .  Fe.vimo  ter  Illumination 

--nr  .  , 

a,  OBSERVATION:  In  reference  to  the  "Totem  Pole"  flare  contained 

in  last  quarter 1  s  ORLL.  periodic  inspections  and  test  firing  are  reouired 
in  order  to  ascertain  its  reliability.  Experience  has  shown  that  exposure 
to  the  elements,  os, racially  during  the  wet  season,  affects  the  flares 
porfor.nance  and  hampers  its  ability  to  provide  instant  high  intensity 
illumination. 

b,  EVALUATION  1  A  number  of  checks  are  periodically  required  to 
detect  deterioration  of  various  components  of  the  "Totem  Pole"  flare.  Among 
the  problem  areas  encountered  are  the  following:  Wet  and  unusable  powder 
charges,  unreliable  blasting  caps,  fuze  ends,  and  cracked  or  peeled 
wiring.  Visual  checks  and  periodic  test  firing  readily  reveal  defects 
that  might  preclude  successful  firing  of  the  flare  device, 

c,  RECOMMENDATION:  Certain  checks  Bhould  be  performed  periodically 

in  order  to  insure  the  "Totem  Pole"  flare  functions  properly  as  a  perimeter 
illumination  device.  Once  each  quarter,  blasting  caps  and  powder  charges 
should  be  snot  checked  for  possible  contamination  or  muisture.  During 
the  "Monsoon"  season,  time  intervals  between  checks  should  be  increased 
to  at  least  once  every  two  (2)  weeks.  Additionally,  it  is  recommended 
that  selected  flaros  be  fired  to  test  their  operation.  Wiring  should  be 
closely  inspected  every  six  months  to  detect  possible  deterioration 
resulting  in  crackea  or  peelec  sections  of  wire, 
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d.  COill/L.D  ACTION:  Checks  and  tost  firin' :s  aro  be  Inn:  conducted  ci 
a  scheduled  basis  aid  the  effectiveness  of  the  illumination  system  ?  a 
mint  lino  •’  !v  fieoo  xjriodic  chocks,  when  conducted  as  recommended  above. 

F.  Maintenance: 

1 .  Prnm-turo  do noval  of  'iS3  Q.as  Turbine  Engine 


a.  OBSERVATION:  During  the  reporting  period,  this  Battalion  has 
experienced  a  number  of  premature  removals  o'  Tf>l  Gas  Turbine  Engines, 
The  most  ocvrrnon  cai'33  of  theso  romovils  was  Foreign  Object  Damage  (FOD). 

b.  EVALUATION :  Foroign  Object  Damage  (FOD)  within  the  command  is 
caused.  primarily  by  carole33  miintenanco  practices  and  inattention  to 
detail  by  t’.io  flight  crows,  additionally,  each  tJjne  the  particle  sepa¬ 
rator  is  removed  tbe  nossibllitv  of  FOD  increases. 


c.  RET.OiUEi'IDA'iTOilS  I 

(1)  Each  unit  establish  and  enforce  a  comnrehensivo  FOD  prevention 
program. 

(2)  That  particle  separators  and  screen  kits  be  installed  on  all 
aircraft  and  that  the  particle  separator  be  cleaned  at  a  maximum  of  every 
twenty- firo  (2p)  hours  unless  the  operating  condition  of  the  engine  and 
the  environment  (dust  and/or  rain)  require  earlier  cleaning.  That  the 
cleanin'  bo  accomplished  only  during  daylight  hours. 

U)  That  all  maintenance  and  aircraft  crevra  be  provided  with  an  FOD 
cam  and  be  reovirod  to  use  it  while  working  on  the  aircraft.  Provisions 
for  securLif;  the  can  to  the  aircraft  should  be  made  to  prevent  it  from 
being  accidentally  ’mocked  over.  The  can  serves  two  purposes.  First, 
it  provides  the  mechanic  with  an  easily  accessible  container  in  which  to 
dispose  of  waste  material.  Secondly,  the  can  serves  as  a  constant 
reminder  to  each  mechanic  that  the  responsibility  of  preventing  FOD  is 
an  important  part  of  his  job, 

d.  COMtfAi\rD  ACTION: 

(1)  All  maintenance  supervisors,  mechanics  and  flight  crews  have  been 

in  for  led.  of  the  problem  tl  \  cm  bo  encountered,  whon  the  particle  separator 
and  sere  on  kits  are  not  ii  tailed,  when’  poor  maintenance  procedures 
(i.o.,  leaving  intake  xuiccvared  during  maintenance)  are  employed  and 

improTor  p>  a -'light  in  spec  Ions  ■"  <j  performed. 

(2)  A  h'.into'i  ’;ico  Bulletin  was  distributed  to  all  .aircraft  maint¬ 
enance  elements  and  unit  commanders  assigned  to  this  Battalion  specifying 
detailed  instructions  for  a  stronger  FOD  prevention  program.  (See 
Inclosure  It) 

2 .  Hydraulic  Failures  Due  to  Chafed  Hydraulic  Lines  of  the  UH-1 
and  AII-1Q  Koliconbora 

a.  OBSERVATION  1  A  number  of  hydraulic  failures  due  to  cracked  or 
leaking  hydraulic  lineB  have  been  experienced  by  the  Battalion  in  the 
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rocoii-  v.nii.  „  >st  o  chose  ..ail-ires  peevof  x\  a  mlitively  shoro  10  -:l 
of  -11.110 •  The  i.)3 i  c T.ivnnn  cav.so  of  these  ,'ailuros  was  chafed  hydraulic 
11,103. 

b.  EVALUATION  :  Hydraulic  failures  within  this  command  wore  cau.33'’ 
primarily  by  tho  lac1:  of  a  complete  detailed,  inspection  during  ore- 
flight,  p')3C-nd  *vi  ad  before  and  afto>*  scheduled  maintenance. 


c.  iTHdOIlKiDaTIOHSi 

(l )  E  '.ch  unit  should  roview  and  enforce  their  methods  of  inspection. 

(?)  M  union  '.u'e  supervisors,  mechanics  and.  flight  crews  bo  briefed 
on  moolio  ls  of  ins’/oction. 

d,  COMMA!.-.!)  ACT IOJ : 

(1)  All  1 '.into  1 'ice  supervisors,  mechanics  and  flight  crows  have  besn 
in  for, Kid.  o..  oho  problem  that  can  be  expected  when  a  complete  .and  details'’ 
inspection  is  not  rar-orr.ioc', 

(?)  A  v.r  in ten  once  newsletter  was  d?.sbributed  to  all  aircraft  main¬ 
tenance  e.le  rants  ,uv  wiit  commando  ”3  assigned  to  this  Battalion  specifying 
detailed  instructions  for  a  complete  method  of  inspection. 

3.  E'  ectiveness  of  the  Fluorescent  Lamps,  Portable,  2li  VDC 
(EISURE  ?fJ) 

a.  OBSERVATION  t  During  the  reporting  period  this  Battalion  evaluated 
the  over-ill  effectiveness  of  the  portable  lamps  and  it  was  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory* 

b.  EVALUATION : 

(1)  Lain  is  too  fragile. 

(2)  Drain  on  -aircraft  batteries  is  excessive, 

(3)  Lamp  shores  out  and  emits  sparks  on  contact  with  metal  surface. 

(U)  Exposed  lamp  tube  subject  to  oasj'’  brealcoge, 

(5)  Lamp  tubes  bum  out  at  an  excessive  rate  and  the  candle  power 
is  not  sufficient  for  proper  lighting. 

(0)  Drop  cords  create  a  hazard  to  maintenance  personnel. 

c.  REG  OMMB11DATIONS  t 

(1 )  That  the  issue  of  lamps  be  discontinued* 

(2)  That  the  previously  issued  SAFARI-  LITE  with  sufficient  supply 
of  batteries  be  re-issued. 
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(1 )  All  maintenance  supervisors  and  mechanic  a  have  been  informed  of 
the  hazards  and  probloms  that  con  arise  when  using  the  portable  lamps o 
They  have  also  been  advised  not  to  use  the  lamps  unless  a  moisture  proof 
plexiglass  cover  has  boen  installed* 

(2)  A  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  12th  Aviation  Qroup  (Combat), 
ATTN i  AVBJCA-SDM,  indicating  the  above  problems  and  recommendations* 

F.  Organization!  NONE 

0.  Survival,  Escape  and  Evasion!  NONE 

4-  j  4 

6  Incl  /JOHN  J  TOP 

1  •  Organizational  Chart  L7C  FA 

2*  Aircraft  Status  Chart  Commanding 

3*  Operational  Statistics  Chart 
U*  Maintenance  Bulletin  Number  3 
— Battalion-Safety  Newsletter  ■ 

6*  Battalion  Supply  and  Maintenance  Bulletin 
Incl  5  wd  HQ,  DA 
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AVBACA-SC  (10  Aug  69)  1st  Ini 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  of  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for 

Period  Ending  31  July  1969  (KCS  CSFOtt-65)  (ttX)  (U)  (UICi  VfCYNAA) 

DA,  HliADQUAKTHtS,  12TH  AVIATION  GMOUP  (COMBAT),  APO  96266  24  August  1969 

TCI  Commanding  General,  II  Field  Fores  Vietn«,  APO  96266 

In  accordance  wJth  USARV  Keg  525*15,  the  Operational  Keport  -  Lessons 
Learned  of  the  i45th  Aviation  Battalion,  for  ths  period  ending  31  July  1969 
la  forwarded, 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  l 


GORDON  M.  HINT 
Major,  Infantry 
Adjutant 


r 


i  t)  SLP  lbb3 

AVFBC-Ki£-H  (10  Aug  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for 

Period  iinding  31  July  1969  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  (RI)  (U)  (UICi  WCYNAA) 

DA,  HQ  II  FFORCiiV ,  APO  San  Francisco  96266 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  ATi'N t  AVBA-C,  APO  96307 

Coanvmding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATi'N t  AVHGC(DST),  APO  96375 

Comnander-In-Chiof,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPQP-DT,  APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Array,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational  Report  - 
Lessons  Learned  of  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for  the  period 
ending  31  July  1969  with  the  following  comments: 

a.  Signal  office,  II  FFORCSV,  haa  not  received  a  circuit  request  for 
reterraination  or  rerouting  teletype  circuit  from  145th  CAB  to  12th  CAG. 

b.  Signal  Officer,  12th  CAG  has  been  advised  of  the  proper  method  of 
initiating  circuit  request  (II  FFV  SSI  ITjSII  82-2).  Upon  receipt  of  the 
request,  action  will  be  initiated  to  reroute  circuit. 

FOR  THE  CGH-IAND2R: 


I  LTV  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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AVBAGC-0  (10  Aug  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  of  143th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for 

Period  Ending  31  July  1969  (HCS  CSFOR-65)  (Rl)  (U)  (UICs  VTCKAA) 


DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  1ST  AVIATION  BRIGADE,  APO  96384 


flfcSEP  19fiC 


THRU  1  Coia  landing  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTNs  AVHDC-DST, 
APO  96375 

Comi'ond er- in-Chief ,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTNs  GPOP-OT, 

APO  96555 


TO  1  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Am \y,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 


1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  subject  report  and  concurs  with  the 
contents  as  indorsed* 


2*  The  following  additional  comment  i*»  considered  pertinents 

Paragraph  2f(j),  page  20,  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  SAFARL-LITE 
instead  of  the  PORTA-LAMP  for  aircraft  night  maintenance  use*  TJSAHV  G-4 
advises  that  the  SAFARI- LITE  has  been  approved  for  issue*  but  the  federal 
stock  number  for  the  basic  light  and  all  components  have  not  been  received* 
This  information  will  be  furnished  units  as  it  becomes  available. 


FOR  THE  CGKEAKDERs 


CF 

CO,  145th  Avn  Bn 


(Cbt) 


CPTAGC 


Asst  AG. 
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AVHCC-OST  (10  Aup.  60)  '.ill  Ind 

SUBJEGTj  Operational  Report  of  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (P.l)  (U)  (UIC:  WCTNM) 

IlE.VDQUAkTF.R3,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  {  OCT  19S9 

TC:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Array,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT 
APO  96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1969  from  Headquarters,  143th  Aviation 
Battalion  (Combat). 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Practice  IFR  (Hood)  Flight",  section 
II,  page  14,  paragraph  R2;  concur.  This  training  must  be  conducted  by  single 
ships;  not  while  flying  in  a  formation. 

b.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Use  of  Reference  Points  (RP)",  sec¬ 
tion  II,  page  15,  paragraph  B5;  nonconcur.  A  determination  has  been  rendered 
by  the  supporting  radio  research  unit  that  the  coordination  system  described 
is  a  "Point  of  Origin"  system.  The  "Point  of  Origin"  is  an  unauthorized  code 
and  its  use  is  prohibited  by  paragraphs  5-1  and  15-3,  AR  380-40  and  paragraph 
17b,  USARV  Reg  330-13.  Corrective  action  has  been  initiated  by  this  headquart¬ 
ers.  Mo  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended. 

c.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Unnecessary  Delay  in  Evacuation  of 
Injured  Personnel",  section  II,  page  16,  paragraph  B7;  concur.  The  pad  should 
be  marked  with  a  red  cross  outlined  in  white.  In-country  orientations  should 
include  frequencies  and  locations  of  hospitals  in  the  area,  dustoff  procedures 
and  first  aid  instructions  for  air  crews. 

d.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Emergency  Procedures  and  -10  Exams", 
section  II,  page  17,  paragraph  Cl;  concur.  AR  95-4  and  USARV  Supplement  1  to 
AR  Q5-4  govern  USARV  flight  standardisation  and  training  to  include  proficiency 
checks  and  anti-torque  failure  procedures.  This  item  will  be  disseminated  in 
the  USARV  Weekly  Safety  Bulletin. 

e.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Effectiveness  of  the  Fluorescent  Lamps* 
Portable,  24  VDC  (ENSURE  250)",  section  II,  page  20,  paragraph  E3;  concur. 

(1)  Evaluation  data  on  ENSURE  250  has  been  forwarded  to  DA  by  USARV  mes¬ 
sage  64000,  DTG  270314Z  May  69,  sub j :  Fluorescent  Lamp,  Portable,  24  V  D.C. 
(ENSURE  250).  This  message  requested  modification  of  the  lamp  to  correct  de¬ 
ficiencies  and  validation  of  an  additional  requirement  for  150  modified  lamps 
for  evaluation. 


DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 
c  DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 

°°  D0D  DIR  5200.10 
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AVHCC-DST  (10  Aur  69)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECTi  Operational  Report  of  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65.  (Rl)  (V)  (UlCt  WCTNAA) 

(2)  Reference  subparagraph  c(l).  The  lamps  will  not  be  procured  for 
issue  except  to  evaluate  modified  versions.  Only  units  desiring  to  participate 
in  such  evaluation  will  be  issued  the  lamps. 


(3)  Reference  subparagraph  c(2).  At  the  present  time,  no  additional 
bufari-Li tes  are  available.  USARV  will  query  AMC  concerning  the  possible 
future  procurement  of  the  Safarl-Llte. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER  l 


C.  tJ.  WILSON 
1LT,  ACC 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Cy  fumt 
145th  Avn  Bn 
1st  Avn  Bde 
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GPOP-DT  (10  Aug  69)  5th  Ind 

SUBJECT}  Opcratlon.il  Report  of  HQ,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Coabat)  for 
Parlod  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOE-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Aray,  Pacific,  APO  San  Franciaco  96558  18  0CT  69 

TOt  Aaalatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Departaeat  of  the 
Aray,  Washington,  D.  C,  20310 

Thla  headquarter*  concura  in  aubjact  report  aa  indoraad. 

FOB  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF} 


V, .  i.  oi  iwi 

CPT,  AGC 
Am*  AG 
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Il£th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat) 
Organization 
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_ _  _  —  —  Attached 

AH  unite  located  at  Bien  Hoa  Air  Base,  Vietna:a 
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DEPART!  E;!T  OP  THE  ARKS 

hEADU'J-UTE'TS,  1\5TH  COMBAT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  Sin  Francisco  f5227 

"FIRST  E  VIEW  AM" 


MAHJTEllAWCE  BU1.LE  JI':  23  April  1'i1 

NUMBER  1 

T33  ENGINE  MAINTEITE 
(FOD) 


1,  KEFEREXES; 

a.  AR  750-23,  17  Hoy  1957. 

b.  Letter,  this  headquarters ,  dated  1)i  Janu.ary  1 959,  subject!  T53 
Engine  Maintenance. 

c.  TB  35 -2 "00-200-30/1 ,  dated  20  Jnnuaryl  ’.'5°. 

2,  APPLICABILITY :  T’  o  orov j  nions  of  I. To  M"  jntevrnco  Bulletin  are  directive 
in  nature  and  will  be  complied  with  by  all  aircraft  maintenance  elements  and 
aircraft  flight  crews  assigned  or  attached  to  thla  battalion. 

3,  PROBLEM!  Promntv.ro  removal  of  T53  Gao  Turbine  Engines  is  a  constant 
drain  of  materiel  reaovrces  which  are  in  critical  supply.  The  most  common 
cause  of  these  premature  removals  is  Foreign  Object  Damage  (FOD). 

li.  BACKQrlOUPD:  During  the  first  quarter  of  calendar  year  1  96?,  this 
battalion  removed  11  engines  from  aircraft  due  to  FOD.  These  engines  bad 
ingested  objects  such  as*  Wrench  sockets,  rags,  paper  towels,  grease  pencils, 
2ZUS  fas tiiers ,  safety  wire  and  bolts.  A  conservative  estimate  of  one  cost  of 
this  damage  is  -3220,000.00.  Furthermore,  to  replace  these  engines,  it  took 
approximately  273  direct  man  hours.  FOD  is  the  most  serious  problem 
associated  with  the  operation  of  gas  turbine  engines.  The  FOD  rate  of  any 
unit  is  directly  proportional  to  the  conscientiousness  of  its  maintenance 
personnel,  flight  crews,  and  a  strongly  enforced  FOD  prevention  program. 

3.  CONCLUSION ! 

a.  That  FOD  within  this  command  is  caused  primarily  by  careless  maint¬ 
enance  practices  and  inattention  to  detail  by  flight  crews. 

b.  That  the  FOD  rate  can  be  reduced  far  below  that  which  it  presently  is. 

c.  That  FOD  control  is  an  essential  part  of  a  sound  maintenance  operation. 

d.  That  FOD  can  be  created  by  the  removal  of  the  screen  kit.  and  particle 
separator  for  cleaning. 

6.  DECISION ! 

a.  Each  unit  will  establish  and  enforce  a  comprehensive  FOD  prevention 
program. 

3 1 
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b.  ;  ,  p  ’biclo  sonar  ifcor  i  d  scroen  kits  (WO  *>rJ— 1  $20-21 0-30/1 7 

i'/dunge  1  >uk’  iv.'O  '*20-21 1  -  jO/3^  W/chonge  •»)  will  bo  installed  on  '.11 

lire  r.il'u. 

.  e.  Tii  o  ij  3  particle  aopar.ator  bo  clonnaO  at  u  nnxlnum  of  every  12.5 
hours,  oxesot  i.or  tho  AM-1G  which  vrill  bo  dented  every  2J>  hours.*  However, 
doming  will  bo  icco«i dished  more  ofton  if  the  operating  condition  of  the 
on*  ino  uid  o  'viro’SiKuit  (dust  and/or  rain)  rocuirea  it.  Cleaning  of  the 
particle  aopirntor  v.  .11  only  bo  accomplished  during  daylight  hours. 

c*.  That  U  -1  barrier  filters  be  removed.  .and  cleani  d  daily.  Prior  to 
reinstalling  the  filters,  the  pilot  vrill  insure  (UH-1  &  AH-1G)  that  the 
pirticle  .separator  and  screen  kit  are  properly  ins  tulle  1  (gap  between  screen 
ldo  will  iiou  exceed  mesh  width),  chock  for  looao  DZUS  fastners,  screws  and 
ocho”  foroi  ,n  obiseta  around  ongino  intoko,  deck,  cowling  induction  baffles, 
and  tr.ms mission.  The  nilot  will  inspect  barrior  filters  to  insure  that 
thoy  aro  clean,  in  good  condition,  and  reinstalled  properly. 

o.  .is  a  minimum,  unit  FOD  prevention  programs  will  include* 

(1 )  Education  of  nil  maintenance  and  flight  crews  on  the  operation  of 
ghs  turbine  engines  •vie.  tho  consequences  of  disturbed  air  flow  and  internal 

damage . 

(2)  A  constant  monitoring  by  all  supervisory  personnel  during  periods 
of  ruin  ten  once,  or.rticrliry  during  ML  and  FMP,  to  insure  that  the  exposed 
inlet  housing  ia  blocked  to  preclude  entry  of  Foreign  Ob.lects. 

0)  'fl  u  xj  sting  of  -v  iaiblo  romii”’-ra  (postera)  of  the  FOD  prevention 
progr  i  at  conspicuous  places  through  c  the  maintenance  area. 

()*)  .hi  intensive  orogr;un  to  insure  that  hardware  items  (DZUS  fastners, 
3crow3;,  nuts  and  bolts)  in  the  engine  inlet  area  .are  properly  maintained. 

(5)  Placing  FOD  containers  throughout  the  maintenance  area  and  the 

flight  lino 

(o)  Inventory  of  mechanics  tools  after  completion  of  maintenance  tasks 
around  or  above  the  engine  deck.  This  will  include  the  police  of  cut  safety 
wiro,  cotter  pins,  and  other  items  of  hardware. 

(7)  Supervisors  will  constantly  monitor  maintenance  personnel  during 
.engine  cleaning  and  reinstall  ion  of  tho  particle  aeoarator  to  prevent 
fCD. 


../geo rge  c.  willmore 
f /GEORGE  A.  WILLMORE 

MAJ,  TC 

Bn  Maint  Officer 

%  TRUE  COPY11 1 
'  >  \  ■  P*" ’  . 

"  I  '  (  ' ^  f 

LOfel  T  SAXTOH  ' 

CPT,  LI 
Adjutant 

*  Since  tho  tism  of  publication,  the  time  interval  for  all  aircraft  has 
been  changed  bo  twenty-five  (2$)  houre. 
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MAINTENANCE  AND  SUPPLY  BULLETIN 
145th  CBT  AVN  BN 
AIRCRAFT  MAINTENANCE 

1ND3X  ' 

sui-.|T.qr  fa; 

”hy  Be  \  Pro? - 1 

Q^ngratulations !  - ‘1 

You  -  T.TTl’o  -  The  Worlds  Bast.  - - - 1 

TA'J>3  And  ECC.  - 2 

Cleaning  TurH.no  Engines,  - 2 

Teflon  Hsc .  - 2 

Aircraft  Availability.  - 3 

iDP  Requisitioning.  - 4 

SEP  And  TARF.  - 4 

Tail  Rotor  90  Degree  Gear  box  (US-1 ).  - 4 

■Engine  Changes  And  FOP.  - 5 

Automotive  Maintenance.  - 5 

be  Your  iwn  Inspector  (>i  Your  Ml  51 A1  b>  Ton  Truck, - 5 

Roadside  Scot  Inspections.  -  7 

Preventive  Maintenance  Services, - - - — - 7 

3-4  Section.  - - 7 

Price  Change  For  Rifle, Ml 6.  - 7 

Economic  Order  Quantities (EOq).  - —  7 

Issue  Restrictions  For  Kits  And  Packets, - - 7 

K60  &  MitOD  Feeder  Adapter. - - 8 

Cartridge  ,40mm,  HE,  M3  84  (1310-B572).  - - 8 

Captured  Ihemy  Ammunition.  — - - — - 8 

Storage  AnH  Safety, - - - — — — - — - —  8 

Ammunition  Malfunctions.  — - 9 


Battalion  Ihlnt  Officers  Cpt  Robert  A*  Estes 

battalion  Malnt  Tech:  G/2  Glade  C.  Fisher 

Battalion  Maint  Sergeants  SFC  Stanley  H,  Takeuch: 

Battalion  Supply  Officers  Cpt  Paul-  W.  Kant  .  9 

Battalion  Signal  Officer:  Cfcit  Audie  L,  Mays  ' 

Battalion  Motor  Officers  Cbt  Richard  J,  D'Amico 

Telephone  921-2953 
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WHY  PS  »  rat.'? 

’.Jhy  he  a  pro?  because  professionalism  pays  pretty  big  dividends. 

First,  you  are  constantly  learning  your  job.  A  pro  never  "knorfs  it  all." 
As  your  skills  and  knowledge  increase,  so  does  your  productivity.  This 
means  a  hotter  job  and  a  safer  one.  Mission  accomplishment  benofits  too, 
since  safety  is  a  natural  outgrowth  of  professionalism.  Second,  a  pro 
won't  accept  a  short  cut.  Flo  knows  the  right  way  is  the  only  way.  Since 
a  true  professional  takes  more  than  a  Passing  interest  in  his  work  he 
gets  another  return  for  his  efforts  -  job  satisfaction.  This  satisfaction 
is  reflected  in  the  recognition  of  his  supervisors,  from  the  "pat  on  the 
vaok"  to  the  promotion.  Think  how  nice  it  would  look  in  your  personnel  file 
if  your  supervisor  wrote,  "This  individual  is  a  professional."  That  is 
the  kind  of  thing  the  promotion  board  takes  into  consideration. 

What's  in  it  for  you,  bring  a  pro?  'Juite  a  lot,  actually*  Why  not 
give  it  a  try?  You  may  be  glad  you  did.  Wo  "know"  we  will  be, 

battalion  Maintenance  Officer 
CCmiUTULATH'NSl 


Tho  190th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  took  top  honors  in  the  battalion  competition 
for  the  month  of  July  in  Aircraft  Maintenance,  Automotive  Maintenance,  and 
b-.st  Unit  Sunolv.  Whil<  the  best  Food  Service  award  and  best  iterations 
went  to  the  334th  Aviation  Company  (  Att  ?ck  Helicopter). 

Yi'U  -  HR'S  -  THY  WELD'S  IftST 

An  'jquipm-'nt  Improvement  Recommendation  ("SIR)  on  a  DA  Form  2407  is  one  of 
the  most  significant  long-range  contributions  which  can  be  made  to  the  maint¬ 
enance  effort  by  an  individual.  It  may  be  submitted  by  anyone.  Vte  might 
ask,  docs  it  do  any  good?  I/-t  me  quote  from  a  recent  message,  "US AAVSCXM, 
AMSW-FU,  UTG  07?  1302,  Feb  69".  "based  on  continued  HR  reports  of  premature 
removal,,,  3IR’S  indicate  that  failures  occur  between  the  300  hour  to  600  hour 
range",  Tho  result  of  these  HR'S  was  an  inspection  time  interval  change 
from  600  hours  to  300  hours  for  this  particular  item.  HR'S  are  the  pipeline 
of  information  on  i  qui rment  around  tho  world  that  the  National  Maintenance 
Point  us*-.s  to  determine  what  "'Lio  is  n  o:ssary  to  corrrct  equipment  failures, 
d  oign  deficiencies,  maintenance  procedures  and  to  improve  equipment  in 
J  vcloprac  ntal  or  prc-oroducti'.n  stages.  We,  who  work  at  all  levols  of  maint¬ 
enance  know  the  many  malntenai.  *e  man-hours  required  to  keep  our  equipment 
in  optimum  operating  conditio-  r  •<-  ■?.  /  ->1  cfCort  to  contribute  to  tho 
maintenance  program  by  roducing  son.o  of  those  man-hours  and  improving  our 
equipment  through  the  submission  of  HR'S.  There,  is  no  adequate  substitute 
for  personnel  intorest  and  there  is  no  more  positive  display  of  interest 
than  the  completion  of  an  assigned  or  unassigned  task.  YtU  arc  the  link 
that  connects  tho  SIR  to  the  chain  of  events*  The  time  to  submit  the  SIR 
is  immediately  after  there  has  been  a  failure  or  a  n^ted  deficiency.  The  real 
benefits  nr«  in  the  lives,  man-hours  and  money  saved.  This  responsibility 
is  mine  anH  y^ur's.  How  much  have  you  contributed  to  help  make  our  equipment 
the  world  'a  bSTT? 
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Iioted  below  is  the  number  of  ETR'G  suhmittod  by  each  unit  within  this 
battalion  for  the  last  three  months  alonr  with  the  total  for  1969* 


UNIT 

NAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

TOTAL  FOR  1969 

6Bth 

15 

1 

4 

60 

lldth 

4 

0 

5 

IB 

190th 

3 

5 

17 

44 

334th 

# 

30 

43 

177 

TABUS  and  K CC 

The  six  dip.lt  line  number  (except  f^r  conm.rical  vehicles)  has  been  replaced, 
effective  1  Jul  69,  with  a  two  character  equipm  nt  category  code  (ECC), 
that  is  to  bo  used  an  a  nr* fix  to  the  St  700-20  line  Item  MimKr  (LIN)#  both 
the  ICC  and  II M  will  be  placed  in  the  serial  number  block  of  ALL  TIERS 
forms,  r-.  cords  and  r  ports.  Get  a  copy  of  0\  CLr  750-29*  effective  1  Jul  69, 
or  the  condensation  of  it,  which  went  out  as  Ltrs  Hq,  'JSARV,  AVUOD-MD.  Subj: 
Elimination  of  TAERS  line  timbers,  with  "b"  distribution,  believe  it  or  not, 
you  don't  have  to  remake  any  forms.  Just  line  out  the  old  TIERS  line  number, 
and  enter  the  T5CC  +  UN  (examples  in  the  same  block. 

CLEANPU  TURblVE  EmiNES 


Several  T53  engines  suffered  overUmperatures  during  the  past  several 
months  due  to  improper  procedures  used  in  compressor  oleaning.  It  was  noted 
that  a  mixture  of  water  and  solvent  was  sprayed  into  the  engine  while 
operating  at  flight  idle,  Needless  to  Seay  someone  found  out  that  solvent 
burns.  So,  prior  to  any  engine  run-up  for  the  purpose  of  spraying  water  into 
the  inlet,  the  water  container  should  be  clean  and  chtoked  to  make  sure 
that  it  contains  only  clean  pare  water. 


TEFLON  FUSE 


During  th  aircraft  maintenance  inspection  for  the  month  of  July  it  was 
found  that  teflon  lin ad  hoses  were  not  being  properly  handled.  Teflon  lined 
hoses,  in  hot  fluid  systems,  will  tend  to  preform  themselves  to  the  installed 
position.  Some  lines  are  preformed  by  the  manufacturer.  For  this  reason, 
earn  should  be  exorcised  in  handling  ond  removing  these  hoses  from  an-  install¬ 
ation  and  in  storing,  bonding  or  excessive  handling  will  tend  to  crimp 
them,  fpce  the  hose  is  crimped  the  imperfection  will  stay.  It  cannot  be 
bent  back  to  its  original  shape.  Fluid  will  be  r-strioted  through  a  crimped 
or  bent  hose.  A  crimp  in  a  teflon  hose  will  not  be  apparent,  since  the  metal 
braid  is  unaffected  by  the  bend.  Too,  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
accurately  the  degree  of  damage. 

The  ends  of  a  disconnected  hose  should  not  be  tucked  up  out  of  the  way 
to  keep  it  from  dripping.  Too  sharp  a  bond  may  possibly  kink  the  hoso,  ,  Take 
the  time  to  install  a  piug  in  the  open  end  of  the  hose, 

Cno  final  thought  to  keep  in  mind  when  handling  teflon  lined  hoses. 

Over  ninety-five  percent  of  the  failed  teflon  lines  investigated  showed  the 
direct  cause  of  failure  to  be  mishandling.  Teflon  lined  hoses  should  be 
stored  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  way  they  will  bp  installed.  Binding  the  •/ 
hoses  so  that  they  will  fit  in  p  drawer  Is  not  the  propor  method’,  -Also  open 
‘'■'nos  V-  capp'd. 
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AIRCRAFT 


Hero  ig  a  compariann  of  your  availability  and  hours  f  leant  for  July  1969. 


6a  th 

AVAIL  HUS 

118th 

AVAIL  *«S 

190th 

AVAIL  HRS 

334th 

AVAIL  HRS 

12thGp 

miL 

USARV 

AVAIL 

UH-lb 

— 

— 

— 

95* 

100 

—  — 

74.5* 

74.8* 

UH-1C 

82* 

435 

70* 

401 

8?* 

289 

1 

76.9* 

73.6* 

UH-J  0 

78* 

1335 

70* 

1331 

76* 

946 

100*  89 

85.9* 

80.7* 

UH-1H 

80* 

841 

79* 

1057 

81* 

1245 

100*  176 

80.3* 

78.5* 

AF-1G 

— 

— 

MM 

88*  1595 

80.3* 

74.6* 

Published  below  is  the  status  of  Aircraft  PLL  as  of  31  July  1969 


UNIT 

TOTAL  LINTS 
ACFT  PLL 

TOTAL  HN3S 
2ERO  BALANCE 

TOTAL  LXW5S 
ARMT  PLL 

TOTAL  LINTS 
zmo  BALANCE 

68th’ 

AHC 

1347 

247 

165 

28 

118th 

AHC 

1471 

144 

209 

79 

190th 

AHC 

1087 

79 

169 

22 

334th 

m 

1690 

138 

426 

73 
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ILni’  requisitioning 


1.  Prompt  reporting  of  aircraft  tail  number  changes  for  EDI’  requisitions 
Is  required.  The  following  procedures  will  apply: 

a.  UnlLs  will  notify  the  I)SU  of  all  tall  number  changes  applicable  to 
EDI’  requisitions,  listing  the  document  number  and  the  federal  Stock  Number 
of  the  applicable  request. 

b.  The  DSU  will  Immediately  fo *ward  this  Information  to  the  Priority 
Division,  AMMC ,  by  DF  Identifying  the  change  to  the  applicable  request 

by  document  number  and  FSN. 

2.  Commanders  must:  reemphasize  current  directives  for  EDP  requisitioning 
and  insure  that  only  these  items  which  constitute  a  valid  aircraft 
grounding  condition  are  processed.  Requisitions  received  at  AMMC  for  items 
other  than  legitimate  conditions  will  be  rejected. 

EDI*  and  TAR1’ 


1.  Units  should  be  reporting  all  valid  tail  numbers  of  their  organic  aircraft 
on  a  weekly  basis  to  their  supporting  technical  supply  activity  to  expedite 
the  processing  of  EDP  requisitions. 

2.  The  command  emphasis  being  placed  on  the  control  of  repairables  requires 
that  all  items  encoded  K,  T,  or  U  on  the  TARP  list  are  on  listing  of  automatic 
returns  to  the  States  be  returned  to  the  technical  supply  activity  within 
seven  days.  More  stringent  controls  are  being  placed  on  TARP  repairables 

and  automatic  return  items  (USARV  Reg  710-1  and  750-28). 

TAIL  ROTOR  90  DEGREE  GEAR  BOX  (Ull-1) 

Analysis  of  reports  Indicate  three  probable  causes  for  the  loose  or 
improper  attachment  of  the  90  degree  gear  box  to  the  tailboom. 

1.  Sealant  extends  outside  of  jack  screw  holes  on  input  quill  sleeve 
flange  and  protrudes  above  flange  surface  to  cause  improper  seating  of 
sleeve  flange  and  mating  surface  of  casting  (204-030-828)  in  the  tail- 
boom  fin.  To  correct  this  situation,  trim  off  excess  sealant  protruding 
above  the  surface.  Also,  remove  any  sealant  remaining  on  casting  (204- 
O'JO-828)  after  the  removal  of  the  90  degree  gear  box.  Any  cleaned  area  that 
exposes  bare  metal  must  be  protected  with  zinc  chromate  primer. 

2.  Worn  out  self  locking  nuts  have  been  used  to  attach  the  90  degree  gear 
box  to  tailboom  fin.  Since  this  is  considered  a  critical  application 

the  nuts  should  be  used  only  once. 

3.  To  install  tail  rotor  gear  box,  position  it  on  studs  and  rotate 
it  counter  clockwise  until  studs  contact  sides  of  the  holes.  Install 
an  aluminum  washer  next  to  the  flange  and  a  steel  washer  next  to  the 
nut  (MS2104214),  FSN  5310-807-1475  and  torque  evenly  to  100-140  inch 
pounds. 


42  DECREE  GEARBOX  (UH-1) 

The  loosening  of  attaching  bolts  is  cracking  the  attaching  flanges  on  the  42 
degree  gear  box.  Make  sure  a  steel  washer  (AN960-416L) ,  FSN  5310-167-0835  is 
installed  between  the  bolt  head  and  the  aluminum  washer  (NAS1197-416L) . 

il 
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T*rquo  bolts  (AM4H1 2 A) ,  FSN  53*6-11*2-1940  evenly  (50-70  inch  pounds)and 
safety  with  lock  wire.  Inspect  daily  for  security.  Flanges  ha/e  also  been 
reported  with  elongated  attachment  holes.  This  also  occurs  frail  attaching 
bolts  loosening  and  the  sains  corrective  action  is  applicable, 

31CINE  CHrthGEd  JAP  FOI) 

During  the  month  rf  July,  units  of  this  Battalion  changed  eleven  engines. 
The  hi  ’hoot  engine  tine  new  or  overhauled  was  1217  heurs  and  the  lowest 
tine  was  20 J  hrurs,  Two  of  the  engines  changed  were  for  POD.  Again  this 
month,  one  engine  was  changed  fer  TBO, 


AUTOMOTIVE  MAINTENANCE 

H)  Your  own  Inspector  On  Your  M151A1  f,ton  Truck 

1.  HOOD  -  Safety  catch  bent,  not  alined,  broken,  missing,  hold-down  catches 
stuck,  broken,  missing;  rational  symbol  wrong  size,  missing;  markings 
wrong,  missing;  Safety  stencil  (underside)  wrong,  missing, 

2.  COWL  V  3*T  -  Jaruaod,  screen  clogged;  broken,  rusty,  stuck, 

3.  TURN  SICJ’/.L  LIGHTS  -  Base  loose,  Ions  cracksd;  wires  loose,  frayed, 
oxpoiod. 

4.  FEDERS-  Rusted,  bent,  seams  cracked;  side  channels  cut,  crushed. 

5.  BUMPERS  -  Ar my  or  unit  markings  missing,  wrong;  (see  TFP46-93-1  Ch  2 
Jul  66)  U-Ohannel  bent,  cracked,  ioose. 

6.  ’'IIKOSHIELD  —  Cracked  enough  to  obstruct  driver*s  vision,  crazed,  discol¬ 
ored;  weatherstripning  cracked,  torn,  missing:  tie-down  catch  or  stowage 
strap  a  un.l,  mis;.  Lug;  glar  broker.,  hood  bumpers  missing. 

7.  HEADLIGHTS,  BLACKOUT  MARKERS  -  painted  over,  dirty,  broken:  marker 
twisted  out  of  line;  blackout  support  bracket  or  shield  loose,  broken; 
lenses  waterlogged,  clouded. 

8.  MFOIHI  ELD  WIPERS  -  Blades  broken,  missing;  rubber  cracked,  wit,  hard¬ 
ened. 

9.  LIFTING  SHACKLE3  -  Stuck,  bent,  loose,  missing?  safetv  pin  or  chain 

missing. 

10.  VIR2  EXTINGUISHER  -  (if  behind  seat)  discharged,  not  tapped  or  sealed 
(check  local  9CP)  bracket  loose,  broken, 

11.  MIRROR  -  Broken,  too  clouded  for  good  vision,  missing:  bracket  not 
adjustable, 

12.  TIRES  ft  '■'i! EELS  -  lug  nuts  loose,  missing;  studs  bent,  stripped;  hole' 
edges  cut;  cracked;  air-drip  eyes  or  Jam  ruts  loose,  missing;  rims  dented, 
bent;  tiro  bead  not  sriug  on  r  Lm;  valve  caps  missing;  pressure  wrong. 

Tires  mismatched,  cut  or  worn  to  fabric,  unevenly  worn. 

13.  SIDE  PANELS —  Bent,  rusty,  seams  cracked;  strap  eyes  crushed,  missing; 
bow  red  hold  downs  bent,  brok‘  a;  .  reflectors  (if  present)  broken;  warning 
decals  (25  GPM  fuel  accept  an<  ove-fiU  warnings)  missing,  unreadable. 

14.  AXE  -  Missing,  rusted,  handle  broken;  bracket  bent;  straps  or 
buckles  unserviceable,  missing, 

15.  SHOVEL  -  Missing,  rusty,  dirty;  handle  broken;  bracket  bent;  straps 
buckles  unserviceable,  missing, 

16.  CANVAS,  WINDOWS  -  Torn,  dirty,  retaining  straps  frayed,  buckles  missing; 
3eams  open;  windows  fogged  enough  to  hamper  vision# 


hi 
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17.  mr;’.:;  COUPJ.IkG  llBCEFTlCLE  -  Daw'-od,  crrrodod;  CCWW3,  cover  or 
covor  o  x’i  -  1  i,  uir.;i'  ;  gr.sk  't  :.r:-s?ng. 

18.  RET.  ECTOR  Pr.iuti  G  over,  broken,  nissing;  not  on  spare  wheel  assy. 

19.  FEEL  CAN  -  Rust-'!,  leaking,  can  nissing;  ch.n.'n  broken,  or  < in sing  5 
gasket,  lisoiag  or  cut;  vcbb\ng  or  G-r;lng  unsorvi enable. 

20.  F."?'F  -  lit  b  lubricat'd,  rusted,  corin';  broken,  won't  worl:. 

21.  SPARS  './"EEL  &  TIRE  -  Ia<oco  on.  i.umnt,  flat,  valve  cap  nissing,  sido- 
walls  cut,  tread  von  off,  who  el  bolt  out  of  shape. 

22.  3UHPERETTS  -  Dent,  nr  ty,  broken;  bolts  l/toS'-,  niacin'-;  unit  ir.rkln  ;s 


wr>  ng  or  nissing, 

23.  TOOL  BOX  -  Unauthorized  tools  or  farts;  tools  brol:nn,  nissing;  box 
dirty,  wot;  cover  bout,  maty,  cruobod,  nicsina. 

24.  EATTBiiX  BOX  -  Cover  bout,  clips  lo*so  or  broken;  box  dirty,  corroded. 

25.  3AT7CRIRS  -  Cracked,  lorJcing,  dirty;  damps  or  parts  lrv.se,  corroded, 
rsanglod;  electrolyte  level  low;  filler  caps  loose,  broken,  nissing,  vents . 
clogged;  holddowns  too  tight,  lo>  so,  coirmlnd, 

26.  SEATS  -  Covers  tt-i\i,  dirty;  fr-unoo  bent;  retainin';  pins  or  chains  Hiss¬ 
ing;  safety  strap  (passenger  aide)  cut,  .frayed;  retaining  eye  lnoso; 
broken,  catch,  broken, 

27.  GAGES,  I  DICATORS-  Glass  broke::,  painted  over,  elemdod;  unroadable; 
pointer  niscing, 

28.  DATA  PLATES  -  Tainted  over,  loose,  niscing. 

29.  FLOOR  -  Rusted,  drains  clogged. 

30.  SAFHTH  CATCH  -  Won't  hold  hood  up  socuroly,  crack'd,  not  alined  right, 
rusty. 

31.  MOIJf  -  loose,  corrod  cl,  won't  work,  connections  loose, 

32.  FUEL  LINES  -  Crushed,  leaking,  chafing. 

33.  OIL  FILTERS  -  Loose,  looking. 

34.  SAFST1'  STENCIL  -  Raintod  over,  nissing. 

35.  FAN  BELT  -  Too  tight,  lnoso,  frayed,  grooved,  cracked. 

36.  HEADLIGHTS  -  Connectors  lexico,  corroded,  cracked;  wire  exposed. 

37.  OIL  FILTER  GAr  -  Gasket  loose,  nissing;  chain  broknn,  niscing. 

38.  RADIATOR  -  Cap  nissing,  chain  nissing,  broken;  rubbor  insulator  cracked 
hard;  tanks  or  tubes  leaking  at  noons  or  joints;  knees  old,  cut, 

spongy;  clamps  loose;  fins  crushed  or  clogged  by  bugs  or  dirt;  loose  on 
nount;  vent  (overflew)  linn  crush'd.,  nissing. 

39.  AIR  CULLER  -  Oil  level  low,  grit  on  botton  of  bowl;  intake  screen 
nissing,  joints  leaking. 

40.  UiEERFRAE  -  Botton  plates  or  emss  Members  gashed*  welds  pulled  loose; 
plate  ends  broken  t>-  adult  nud  vurdor  seat, 

41.  DRIVE  SHAFTS,  TI  JOIliTS  -  Rattling  unlubodi  spline  ends  toward  wheels, 

42.  REAR  DIFFERENTIAL  -  Flungo -guard  washers  or  screws  nissing;  breather 
plugged,  'dosing;  suspension  bolts  loose,  battered, 

43.  STEERING  -  Pitnan  or  idler*  oms  or  shafts  loose;  nuts  or  cotter  pins 
nissing,  bushing  worn,  gronoo  fittings  broken. 

44.  ENGINE  OIL  PAN  -  Drain  plug  loose,  leaking;  pen  gasket  leaking;  bolts 
loose, .nissing. 

45.  COIL  SPRINGS  ~  Broken,  lopsided,  tips  broken,  insulator  nissing. 

46.  SHOCK  ABSORBERS  -  Bent,  crushed,  loose,  dented,  broken. 
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RiitBIff!  SPOT  I’CP-.CTIP'C 


The  CMHI  Roadside  InHn.;ctir,n  T^am  hns  released  a  s-  crut  that  will  help  y«u 
pass  the  sp^t  inspection.  If  the  0\  Form  2408-14,  iJnc^rrcctcH  Fault  Rec-rd, 
is  with  the  vehicle,  you  get  credit  f o  faults  covered  <">n  the  2408-14,  whioh 
is  w^rth  an  av< rage  12  noint  upward  adjustment  in  the  Spot  Inspection  report. 
When  the  2403-14  it;  with  the  v<  hide.  Spot  Inspection  results  improve  and 
show  the.  r  alistic  condition  of  y«ur  maintenance1  management.  However,  ovtjn 
with  goz-vi  paperwork,  you  must  hav*  the  vehicle  "standing  tall"  maintenance- 
wise  or  you  still  won’t  pass. 

nreviiOTnn  yyrvrsNiNCS  swvicis 

Old  you  catch  the  change  in  FV  services  for  wheel  vehicles?  Mew  wheel  vehicle 
manuals  require  an  "3"  service  at  six  months  or  6,000  miles,  whichever 
comes  first,  Wo  more  wheel  vehicle  "Q"  services  required, 

3-4  SECTION 


1.  Price  change  for  Riflo,  FI 6, 

This  Headquarters  has  received  information  that  the  price  for  the  M-16 
rifle  has  hucn  changed  from  $124.00  to  $164.00.  All  future  reports  of 
Survey  will  reflect  this  change  in  price. 

2.  ^onomifl  CpH cr  Quantities  j'ZCQ): 

11  Il'V  are  you  fixed  for  nuts  and  holts?"  Meed  any  nuts,  holts,  cotter 
pins,  safety  wire,  etc.?  Why  not  take  advantage  of  para  13—131 ,  AR  711-16 
and  pp.r  V* ( 1 ),  US‘.RV  Reg  711-2,  and  order  a  year’s  supoly?  Vhe  above  reg¬ 
ulations  o>  x-nit  tlu  requisitioning  of  on  most  low  cost  items.  Here's 
h-w  it  works.  If  an  item  has  a  unit  cost  less  than  $10.00  and  your  yearly 
demands  do  not  exceed  $100.00  per  item,  tho  item  qualifies  for  !2CQ  stockage. 

You  can  order  up  to  a  years  supply  of  authenicatcd  usage  on  one  requisition. 

To  illustrates  Suppose  you  use  an  average  of  10,  25$  nuts  a  month.  This 
means  y~u  use  $30.00  worth  of  that  a  year.  This  item  meets  the  FIOQ  criteria, 
and  you  can  c'vne  in  with  a  single  requisition  for  120  (10  x  12),  a  years 
supply.  AMMO  will  fill  your  requisition  no  questions  asked.  Caution;  Make 
sure  of  the  unit  issue. 

3.  Issue  Restrictions  for  KP'S  and  PACKETS: 

I'SARV  Message  58187,  date  '  2309562  Aoril  stated  that  effective  iranediatoly, 
all  requisitions  for  Uit3  and  act  ts  listed  below  will  be  cancelled  by  the 
32nd  Medical  Orp^t: 

FSN 

6545-611-0973 

6545-732-2321 

6545-732-2822 
6545-732-6412 
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Survival  Kit,  individual 

Survival  Kit,  individual,  hot  weather 

environment 

Medical  packet,  individual  survival  ldt, 
reserved,  hot  weather  environment 
Survival  ldt,  individual,  tropical, 
tactical.  Air  crew 
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6ti4<i-96‘>-C394  First  aid  kit,  Aviators 

If  you  hive  a  need  for  th.su  items,  submit  your  requiruments  on  USARV 
Form  1?,  I\*f  USARV  R <g  40-30. 

4 .  H60  M6CD  Fet Ar  A^apUr; 

\  r. Placement  is  now  available  for  all  you  guys  using  on  oi<)  »C" 
ration  can  on  your  K-60  series  m-achln  mm  to  improve  ammo  feeding. 

If  you  wish  to  requisition  tills  item,  you  can  get  it  by  ordering 
through  \!4*C.  Unit  of  isme  is  ono  (l)  per  >'-60  machine  gun.  Ask  for  F5N 
1OO5-M0O-6597,  feeder  adapt  r. 

5.  Cartridge,  40  K-f,  in3,  !rjH4  (1310-1^72): 

a.  There  are  two  tyoes  of  the  HI  6  link  used  in  the  assembly  of  linked 
Cartridge,  UC  >1':  a  one  piece  single  weld  and  a  two  pi ecr  double  weld. 

b.  Cnly  ammunition  lots  assembled  with  the  HI  6  link  (two-r>icce  double 
weld)  are  suitable  for  use  in  the  XM3f*  system.  lots  assembled  with  the  HI 6 
(one  piece  single  wold)  will  not  function  satisfactory  in  this  subsystem. 

c.  Ammunition  lots  manufactured  prior  to  November  1967  nay  be  assembled 
with  either  the  single  or  double  piece  weld.  Lots  manufactured  during  and 
subsequent  to  November  1967  are  assembled  with  only  the  two  piece  double  weld 
Ml  6  link. 

d.  Units  should  insure  that  ammunition  used  in  the  X>Eft  subsystem  are 
linked  with  the  two  piece  double  weld  Ml 6  link, 

6.  Captured  Enemy  Ammunition? 

a.  USARV  Reg  700-7,  para  17,  provides  guidance  to  units  for  disposition 
of  enemy  ammunition.  Unit  commanders  are  reminded  that  these  munitions  and 
US  munitions  that  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  are  automatically 
suspended  from  use  and  must  not  be  stored  with  US  ammunition, 

b.  The  ^munition  Officer  must  make  an  immediate  determination  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  item  has  any  spocial  characteristics  which  may  be  of 
interest  to  technical  intellegence  personnel.  In  such  cases,  technical 
intelligence  personnel  will  be  notified, 

c.  Ml  captured  ammunition  and  explosives  must  be  inspected  and 
declared  safe  for  handling  by  SOD  teams  prior  to  evacuation.  Hazardous 
items  will  be  segregated  immediately  and  destroyed  by  SOD  Personnel  or  by 
qualified  unit  ammunition  personnel  where  authorized.  Items  will  be 
evacuated  to  the  nearest  aranunition  depot  or  ASP  after  having  been  determined 
by  EOD  personnel  to  be  safe  for  handling. 

7.  Storage  and  Safety: 

a.  Ammunition  should  not  be  thrwn,  tumbled,  or  dumped  from  vehicles. 

The  use  of  olidcs  or  materials  handling  equipment  will  add  greatly  in  reducing 
incidents  and  damage.  Boxes  and  palletized  ammunition  should.be  unpacked 
using  proper  tools.  The  use  of  an  axe  to  chop  strapping  material  is  dangerous 
and  is  prohibited.  Reference  TM  9-1300-206. 
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b.  Amnunition  at  firing  sites  must  be  protected  as  much  as  possible 
from  moisture  an*  humility  and  should  be  retained  in  closed  fiber  containers 
and  boxes  untLl  just  prior  to  firing.  Rounds  remaining  on  hand  which  had 
been  prepared  for  a  specific  mission  should  be  repackaged  upon  completion 
of  a  fire  mission.  Rounds  should  not  be  fired  when  they  are  obviously  wet 
or  when  there  is  any  accumulation  of  water  in  storage  containers.  Firing 
under  these  conditions  will  result  in  short  rounds, 

c.  Guidance  for  determining  the  safety  distances  and  other  procedures 
required  in  the  storage  of  basic  amnunition  was  distributed  to  all  units  by 
letter  GSARV,  AVv'GO-AM,  subject:  Ammunition  Safety  Quanitity  Distance 
Standards  at  Tactical  Hise  Gimps*  July  1968. 

d.  All  units  are  encouraged  to  request  assistance  concerning  ammunition 
problems  by  contacting  the  nearest  ammunition  support  organization.  Additional 
assistance  can  be  obtained  from  the  Ammunition  Dlvidion  (AVHGO-AM),  AOofS, 

G-4»  Headquarters,  IJSARV,  .t61.*pMnc  5647.’  or  4454»  LBH.  • 

3.  Ammunition  Malfunctions: 

a.  Specific  instructions  for  reporting  ammunition  malfunctions  are 
contained  in  USARV  Reg  75-1  dated  11  Kar  68,  w/0-1.  This  regulation  lists 
the  reportable  percentage  rates  for  excessive  duds  or  misfires.  Organization 
ammunition  officers  will  obtain  and  report  all  necessary  data  specified  in 
appendix  I  and  II  of  Reg  75-1.  Immediate  reporting  of  sut-h  malfunctions 

is  emphasized. 

b.  Malfunctions  involving  Improved  Conventional  Munitions  will  be 
reported  in  the  same  manner  as  other  conventional  amnunition  items. 
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